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Come and bring a friend or family member on
Tuesday, June 6th to our Branch's Annual General
Meeting and public event at the University of
Ottawa’s Human Rights Research and Education
Centre (4th floor, 57 Louis Pasteur). The annual
business meeting will be at 6:00 p.m. for current
members and others interested in the affairs of the
Branch. From 7:00PM to 8:30PM, we will have a
free public event open to everyone on: "Africa's
Web of Crises (War, Drought, Famine, Refugees):
Are the Sustainable Development Goals a
Solution".
The United Nations has recently declared the
famine in Africa as the largest humanitarian crisis in
the history of the UN. Many Canadians are
concerned about the effects of the famine and its
potential for widespread threats to food security
and human rights as well as political destabilization.
To address this issue, we will have a panel
presentation with three experts on the current
crisis.
Professor Christopher Higgins of the University
of Ottawa, is an expert on rural development, land
rights, and natural resource management in SubSaharan Africa, particularly the political economy of
land and agricultural reform and has consulted with
U.N. agencies as well as having been stationed in
Kigali as the Rwanda Researcher for the noted NGO
Human Rights Watch. Professor Huggins will be
speaking to the root causes of famine for the event.
Also from the University of Ottawa at the
School of International Development and Global
Studies is Professor Benjamin Zyla, an expert on
international security, NATO, fragile states and
humanitarian interventions. Professor Zyla will be
speaking to the issues of conflict and state fragility,
also in light of the SDGs. He recently spoke at the
Canadian International Council’s Policy Coherence
for better development results in Africa.

And finally, is the NGO perspective from
Melanie Gallant, Head of Media Relations at Oxfam
Canada, with diverse humanitarian experience.
Melanie has recently written about what can be
done to foster peace in South Sudan, in particular
regarding the security issues facing aid workers.
Once again we are thrilled to partner with the
Human Rights Research and Education Centre (see
our Winter 2017 Communiqué). Led by esteemed
human rights academic and advisor Professor John
Packer, the Centre brings together educators,
researchers and students from vast disciplines to
approach issues regarding human rights from a
multidisciplinary perspective to respect those rights
and explore what they require in our complex,
interconnected world.

This year we are aiming to raise awareness for
the famine crisis through education and discussion
in order to foster concerted action. The global
increase in xenophobia, isolationist policies and
decrease in monetary support for various relief
agencies by UN members raise concerns not only
regarding the ability to provide meaningful
assistance, but to also address the systemic causes
of the famine and seek viable long-term solutions.
Pages 2, and 8 to 9, of the Communiqué provide
more information on this vital issue. Please mark
your calendars to join us on June 6th.
Best wishes from our Executive Committee for
the Spring and don’t forget to check out the rest of
the informative topics in this issue, including what
else your Branch is up to before the end of the
season (page 11).
Tara Andronek
Co-President, NCR-Branch
United Nations Association in Canada
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It’s Time to Act Against Famine
- Amadou Sene -

A young refugee from South Sudan at the Numanzi Transit
Center where meals and temporary accommodation are
provided by UNHCR in Adjumani, northern Uganda.
© UNHCR /Will Swanson

Even in today’s modern world, famine remains an
invincible force. Ethnic conflicts and civil wars are often
the main cause. For example, in southern Sudan,
conflicts have forced millions of families to leave their
homes and is the largest refugee crisis in Africa. This
past December marked three years since the beginning
of South Sudan’s latest civil war. Before December
2013, over 115,000 South Sudanese people were
classified as refugees or asylum-seekers. Three years
later, that number has increased to over 1.6 million.
Within South Sudan, 1.8 million people have been
internally displaced, having been forced to flee their
homes to escape violent militias or outbreaks of armed
conflict.1
The massive displacement of populations has led to
critical food shortages and chronic malnutrition. As
Director-General José Graziano da Silva of the UN’s
Food and Agriculture Organization said at the opening
of its Council on April 24, 2017, "If nothing is done,
some 20 million people could starve to death in the
next six months ... Famine does not just kill people, it
contributes to social instability and also perpetuates a
cycle of poverty and aid dependency that endures for
decades."2

Collaboration between the UN agencies, other NGOs and
governments would be helpful to eradicate famine. In fact,
it would be important for the international community to
urgently step up its efforts to prevent more hunger-related
deaths in the four famine-affected countries, particularly in
Northeast Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen. After
three years of fighting and several failed peace deals, South
Sudan remains embroiled in a deadly civil war.
While the capital city of Juba has returned to a
state of relative stability after the July 2016 fighting,
outbreaks of violence and reports of human rights
violations continue across the country. With the
declaration of famine in March 2017, hundreds of
thousands more people have fled the country, with
numbers increasing every day.3 Many are concerned that
Africa’s increasing drought and famine could have farranging effects, from new waves of refugees, economic
instability and environmental impacts to more civil unrest
if the world does not work together to help. This is an issue
that affects us all.

A child in Syria receives food supplies from a UN field worker
© World Food Program
For more information, please visit:
UNHCR Canada:
http://www.unhcr.ca/news/south-sudan-civil-war/
Food and Agriculture Organization:
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/882610/icode/
http://www.unhcr.ca/news/south-sudan-civil-war/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/882610/icode/
3 http://www.unhcr.ca/news/south-sudan-civil-war/
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Rebuilding Family: Indigenous Canadians
- Georgina Bencsik Canada celebrated the 35th anniversary of the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms in April 2017. As Canadians
we are protected by our Charter rights, and as global citizens
we are further protected by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.
What about the plight of Indigenous Canadians and
further Indigenous peoples throughout the world? The
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP) was adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly in 2007. The declaration consists of 46 articles that
recognize Indigenous peoples' basic human rights, as well as
rights to self-determination, language, equality and land,
among others.
Over several decades, at least 20,000 Indigenous children
were forcibly taken from their homes in Canada and adopted
out to non-Indigenous families. Now, four siblings come
together for the first time to build the family ties they were
once denied. In early May, there was a World Premiere for the
documentary film BIRTH OF A FAMILY, a part of Hot Docs 2017
Canadian Spectrum, directed by Tasha Hubbard. This madein-Canada film sheds light on the comfort one finds through
heritage, history, language, tradition and culture. Finding
family is important indeed. This feature doc from the North
West Studio of the National Film Board addresses the Sixties
Scoop legacy with much emotional power.
Today in Canada, under the Trudeau government, the Hon.
Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Minister of Indigenous and
Northern Affairs has a very detailed 2015 Mandate Letter to
implement UNDRIP. Previously, there was only a 2010
Statement of Support endorsing UNDRIP. In May 2016,
Minister Bennett announced Canada is a full supporter of the
declaration.

contact with their families. They lost their aboriginal language,
culture and identity …The uncontroverted evidence of the
plaintiff’s experts is that the loss of their aboriginal identity left
the children fundamentally disoriented, with a reduced ability to
lead healthy and fulfilling lives.”

Family all together at Banff / NFB / Photo © Birth of A Family 2016

Minister Bennett stated in a CBC interview "I must say that
in my experience as minister that we needed and wanted to get
to the table to negotiate... This is from our heart. We know this
has to be fixed and we want to do it." Yet another proposed class
action related to the Sixties Scoop alleges the federal
government was negligent in allowing Indigenous children to
lose their cultural identities when they were taken from their
homes and placed with non-native families.
It is great that Canada has taken a proactive role to fix this
problem. I recommend watching this film to understand the
issue and the emotions of our indigenous brothers and sisters.
Time will tell, but at least there's more commitment from
Canada for the United Nations. It is time to rebuild family and
become educated in our traditions and cultures. We are family,
as we are all global citizens.
BIRTH OF A FAMILY (Canadian Spectrum)
Director: Tasha Hubbard | Canada | 2016 | 79 min
World Premiere at Hot Docs 2017
For more information, please visit:

At the Buffalo Nations Luxton Museum / NFB /
Photo © Birth of A Family 2016

There are a couple of class-action lawsuits regarding this
1960s scoop of indigenous children in Canada. Most recently
in February 2017, “Great harm was done,” says Justice Edward
Belobaba in his written decision. “The “scooped” children lost

UNDRIP:
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
Sixties Scoop: http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-forfebruary-15-2017-1.3982434/we-want-to-fix-this-indigenous-affairsminister-carolyn-bennett-on-sixties-scoop-ruling-1.3982436
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Tracking Earth’s Evolving Climate and Extreme
Weather
- Shane Roberts Much, and eventually most, of the UN family of entities is
coming to be involved in battling the negative impacts of
climatic change. More are becoming engaged in mitigation
and adaptation to protect the health of humans and
ecosystems, food sources, settlements, infrastructure and
economies.
Others have already been pulled into
humanitarian efforts to deal with high-end weather-related
disasters.
So, there is great interest in knowing more about how fast
and how much global warming is hitting us on top of
destructive events associated with traditional levels of bad
weather. The UN and governments around the world need to
know what is happening to the pace and severity of the roster
of extreme weather: heat-waves, droughts, lightning, and
bouts of heavy rainfall and high winds?
One entity in the UN family that is playing a crucial role in
pulling together what scientists can tell us about the pace of
global warming and patterns in extreme weather is the WMO
- World Meteorological Organization. While it is based in
Geneva, the WMO has dozens of partners around the world,
who are feeding it information and working with it to analyze
data. The resulting analysis goes into annual climatic reports
that the WMO has been providing, along with additional
special studies, for more than 20 years to diplomats, policymakers and experts advising them.
Global Review of Drift to Disaster
Here are highlights from the WMO’s latest annual
Statement on the State of the Global Climate, which was
released on 23 March 2017.
With levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
consistently breaking new records, the influence of human
activities on the climate system has become more and more
evident. 2016 was the warmest year on record – a remarkable
1.1 °C above the pre-industrial period. Each of the last 16
years was above the average for 1961-1990 base period.
Globally averaged sea-surface temperatures were the
warmest on record, the extent of Arctic sea-ice was well
below average, and globally sea levels continued to rise
(While sea levels have risen only 20 cm since the start of the
Twentieth Century, there are fears the rate of rise could
accelerate).
There were notable extremes in weather, notably
heatwaves across various regions that had severe impacts on
human health and economies. Among the regions hit by heat
waves were western and central Europe; the Middle East and

North Africa; Southern Africa; South and Southeast
Asia (records broken in Thailand and India); and Australia.
Severe droughts occurred in southern and eastern Africa and
Central America that have brought food insecurity to millions.
In contrast, China had its wettest year on record with the
Yangtze River basin hit by severe flooding. Heavy rains and
floods also battered southern Asia. And, in the Western
Hemisphere, Hurricane Matthew (the first category-4 storm to
make landfall since 1963) caused widespread suffering in Haiti
and inflicted significant economic losses in the USA.
Scientists Concerned
Studies released after WMO’s annual review are not reassuring. For one, new data indicate that there has been no
slowing in the rate of increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide.
Two, other work indicates that the oceans’ heat content may
have increased even more than thought. Warming oceans are a
concern for several reasons. Among them is the fact that heat
in ocean waters is the “fuel” that drives hurricanes, monsoons
and typhoons.
While the international scientific community has been striving
for over three decades to get a deeper understanding of the
dynamics of Earth systems tied to climatic change and its
impacts, there is much that is still unknown. David Carlson,
Director of the World Climate Research Programme, recently
stated: “… we are seeing remarkable changes across the planet
that are challenging the limits of our understanding of the
climate system. We are now in truly uncharted territory.”
The future well-being of humanity, and our planet more
broadly, is dependent upon how well we deal with the
challenges presented by global warming, emissions of
greenhouse gases, and other unintended negative
consequences of our carbon-fuel economy. We all need to
consider how we might contribute to Sustainable Development
Goal No. 7 in the UN’s 2030 Agenda (including how to support
the science and research needed): “Goal 7. Ensure access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”.
Landmark reports from the WMO for educators, students and
concerned citizens:
Atlas of Mortality and Economic Losses from Weather, Climate and
Water Extremes 1970-2012 (2014) 48 pages.
https://www.wmo.int/pages/mediacentre/press_releases/pr_998_en.
html
The Global Climate in 2011-2015 – No. 1179 (2016) 32 pages.
https://public.wmo.int/en/resources/library/global-climate2011%E2%80%932015
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SDG Awareness Week at Glebe Collegiate 2017
- Selina Neve Sustainability should never be trivialized or ignored.
This is why the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are so
crucial. Although this agenda is essential, it is generally unknown
and unheard of. This is why it is so important to inform everyone
and anyone about the role the SDGs can play in our collective
future. The SDGs tackle some of the most serious threats to our
well-being, both today and tomorrow. They highlight the need
to strengthen universal peace and freedom, eradicate poverty,
integrate gender equality into all policies and practices, protect
our imperilled environment and acknowledge the need for
economic growth and innovation. All the while, they are a
shared collective agenda, with a timeline, and a due date.
The Specialist High School Major Program (SHSM) at
Glebe Collegiate tackled these 17 goals by organizing a weeklong
awareness campaign from May 8-12. The SHSM program allows
high school students to receive a “major” with their diploma,
and Glebe Collegiate’s program focuses on non-profit studies.
With that focus, Glebe’s students, comprised of a four person
planning committee and a fearless teacher, enthusiastically took
up the SDGs. This all began back in February 2017 after the four
young women - Mikka Zeisig, Maya Umba, Catherine Habba and
Selina Neve - were accepted to take part in the Friendship
Ambassadors Foundation’s Youth Assembly at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York City. During this assembly,

we were enlightened about the integral role of the SDGs towards
realizing a better world and were inspired to bring that
enlightenment to our peers.
Over the course of SDG Week, each day was devoted to
one of its five pillars: People, Peace, Planet, Prosperity and
Partnership. First up was “People” on May 8th. The focus was on
eradicating poverty, eliminating world hunger, promoting good
health and well-being, enabling quality education for all,
championing gender equality and providing clean water and
sanitation. On this first day there was an informative assembly on
the SDGs for the entire school, offering an overview of the week
ahead.

Photo Credit: Selina Neve

Following “People” was “Peace” on May 9th. This day
targeted reducing inequalities and the need for peace, justice
and strong institutions in an unruly time. During this day there
was an exciting “Social Justice Poetry Night” featuring amazing
local poets. They expressed pressing SDG-related issues through
the powerful force of poetry. There was a $5 cover charge, and
all funds raised went towards the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees’ (UNHCR) important work in
responding to the crisis in South Sudan.
Next up was “Partnership”. This day focused on goal
#17: Partnerships for the Goals. This goal is fundamental since
without it there would be no progress. This is why we decided
to partner for a resource fair with organizations who are
championing the SDGs.
Photo credit Arny Tab

continued
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Global Citizens
- Georgina Bencsik -

The fair featured such groups as Oxfam Canada, the
United Way, the Youth Services Bureau, Amnesty
International, the Foundation for Environmental Stewardship,
SOS Children’s Villages and, of course, the United Nations
Association of Canada (NCR Branch). There were materials
available for students, helping to build understanding and
offer suggestions for action. This included opportunities to
become youth ambassadors, youth cabinet members and to
take action through letter writing.
Day four was all about “Prosperity”. This day emphasized
the need for affordable and clean energy, decent work and
economic growth, industry, innovation and infrastructure and
integrating sustainability into cities and communities. There
was an informative announcement on those goals and
encouragement through social media to learn more.
The final day featured the “Planet” pillar. SHSM partnered
with TWIGS, an environmental club at Glebe Collegiate to
promote the SDGs highlighting the importance of responsible
consumption and production, climate action, life below water
and life on land. This was done through a recycling activity,
sorting through classroom garbage to see how much of it
could really be recycled.

Canada is really "a growing community of global citizens"
to use a phrase from Kathryn White, President & CEO of
UNA-Canada. In September 2016, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau emphasized Canada is "re-engaging" with the
United Nations in his first speech to the General Assembly:
"For Canada, that means re-engaging in global affairs
through institutions like the United Nations. It doesn't serve
our interests — or the world's — to pretend we're not deeply
affected by what happens beyond our borders." Trudeau
highlighted Canada's role in the COP21 climate change
negotiations, military commitments to NATO and UN
peacekeeping missions, as well as the conference for the
replenishment of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria held in Montréal.
Here are some of our recent Canadian Global Citizens:
In March 2017 the United Nations Secretary-General
António Guterres announced the appointment of Louise
Arbour of Canada as his Special Representative for
International Migration. The Honourable Louise Arbour, C.C.,
G.O.C. was UNA-Canada's 29th recipient of the 2016 Pearson
Peace Medal, which honours outstanding Canadian
achievements in the field of international service and
understanding. Ms. Arbour has a long and distinguished
career in international affairs. She previously served as
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and as
Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunals for
the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. She is a former justice
of the Supreme Court of Canada and of the Court of Appeal
for Ontario. From 2009 to 2014, Ms. Arbour was President
and CEO of the International Crisis Group.

Photo Credit: Winnie Meka Mevoung

Melded together, the 5 “P’s” provided the fabric of Glebe
Collegiate’s SDG week. This is all so integral because as former
UN Secretary-General Ban-Ki Moon has said: “Ours can be the
first generation to end poverty – and the last generation to
address climate change before it is too late.” Because change
begins with each of us we each have the responsibility to do
all we can to realize the SDGs and the hope they offer for a
just and peaceful world.

Secretary-General António Guterres (right) with Louise Arbour, his
newly sworn-in Special Representative for International Migration.
© UN PHOTO / Rick Bajornas
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Secretary-General António Guterres (right) meets with Malala
Yousafzai, global advocate for girls’ education and the youngestever Nobel Peace Prize laureate. © UN Photo / Eskinder Debebe

In April 2017, children's rights activist and Nobel Laureate,
Malala Yousafzai, became the youngest UN Messenger of
Peace with special focus on girl's education because she has
been a symbol of "education for all". UN Messengers of Peace
are distinguished individuals, carefully selected from the fields
of art, literature, science, entertainment, sports or other fields
of public life, who have agreed to help focus worldwide
attention on the work of the global Organization.
A couple days later the newest UN Messenger of Peace
received Honourary Canadian Citizenship, on April 12, 2017
and addressed the House of Commons. PM Trudeau took the
opportunity to meet and discuss with Malala, girls
empowerment through education and how they can actively
contribute to the sustainable development of their
communities and countries. Malala is one of just six people
to receive honorary Canadian citizenship.

Backed by the highest honour bestowed by the SecretaryGeneral on a global citizen, these prominent personalities
volunteer their time, talent and passion to raise awareness of
UN’s efforts to improve the lives of billions of people
everywhere.
On May 11th, Honourable William C. Graham was this
year’s UNA-Canada Global Citizen Laureate. As a prominent
Canadian, Bill Graham has demonstrated a strong dedication to
the global community and to security while having created a
successful reputation in the fields of law, politics, and academia
– both in Canada and internationally. The Global Citizens Dinner
paid special tribute to his uniquely Canadian model of success
within the global community with particularly focus on
international law.
Earlier in the spring, the Honourable Graham presented at
the 2017 Jean-Gabriel Castel Lecture on International Law and
International Organizations with a focus on “International Law:
A Political Perspective”, it was held atthe Glendon School of
Public and International Affairs. He had reiterated the need for
the United Nations and international law along with Canada's
continued input and leadership.

From left to right: Donald Ipperciel, Principal, Glendon Campus,
York University; Stanislav Kirschbaum, Professor and Chair of the
Department of International Studies, Glendon Campus, York
University; Georgina Bencsik, Member-At-Large, UNAC-NCR
Branch, The Honourable Bill Graham; Jean Gabriel Castel, Fellow,
Royal Society of Canada and Distinguished Research Professor
Emeritus, Osgoode Hall Law School, Photo Credit: Dept. Of
International Studies, Glendon College, York University
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UN Messenger of Peace, Malala receives Honourary Canadian
Citizenship, April 12, 2017

As our Rt. Hon. Prime Minister stated at the UN, "We're
Canadian and we're here to help," and it is most wonderful that
many Canadians are helping the world community. That's our
collective duty as global citizens and keeping on target to
transform our world with the 17 Global Goals for Sustainable
Development.
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Growing Risk of Famine in Africa: UNSG Asks Everyone to Help
-Shane RobertsFamine is stalking Africa, and the UN is asking Canadians and the global community for help to stop it. Aid agencies
have been sounding the alarm for months that people across equatorial Africa are facing a witch’s brew of disasters.
Tens of millions of people, already displaced by war and drought, are beset by malnutrition and related diseases,
which have short- and long-term consequences, especially for the children.
Without a strong, if not a massive, response by the global community, the situation is expected to deteriorate
into famine in parts of Nigeria, South Sudan, Somalia and Yemen. The food security of other nearby countries, too, is
threatened by drought. Beyond the impending situation of mass starvation and suffering, food shortages and disease
further undermine Africans’ chances of building a better future, as millions of children could be left permanently
mentally and physically under-developed as a result of severe malnutrition.
The local Branch of the UN Association has been working to draw attention to the web of disasters plaguing much
of Africa and generate wider public discussion of what is at stake both in humanitarian terms and in its broader global
significance. We are hoping that this will help fundraising by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) for immediate
disaster relief, and fuel further debate about Canada’s options in foreign policy and long-term aid for development.
Trying to Sound the Alarm
In October 2016, the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issued a forwarding-looking report on
Somalia. FEWS NET, founded US-AID (the USA’s Agency for International Development) 1 drew on information from
various US scientific agencies and their satellite imagery, as well as from UN agencies, to assess trends in shifting
patterns of rainfall. FEWS NET warned of projected shortfalls in agricultural output including risks to livestock from
lack of pastures for sheep and goats. It also cited shortfalls in UN (WFP and FAO) resources for food relief and likely
escalation in conflict that would further disrupt civilian life, trade, and humanitarian relief.
By November 2016, nearly 40 NGOs from around the world issued a joint statement calling for immediate
mobilization and re-alignment of activities to get ahead of and forestall disastrous shortfalls in food for up to ten-million
people in Somalia.
Over the following months, NGOs and UN entities watched and tried to deal with parallel situations elsewhere that
were struggling with similar nasty confluences of war, drought, and mounting food insecurity.

Map of countries in FEWS NET

A mother and her children in Kenya © UNOCHA

continued
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A Plea to Us All
On February 22, the UN’s Secretary-General, Antonio
Guterres, flanked by the heads of several of the UN’s leading
entities (OCHA, UNDP, UNICEF, FAO, WFP) issued a plea to the
world.2 Among his remarks were these: “more than 20 million
people in South Sudan, Somalia, Yemen and north-east Nigeria are
going hungry, and facing devastating levels of food insecurity.
Famine is already a reality in parts ... Unless we act now … We are
facing a tragedy; we must avoid … a catastrophe. This is
preventable if the international community takes decisive action.
The situation is dire. Millions of people are barely surviving in the
space between malnutrition and death, vulnerable to diseases and
outbreaks, forced to kill their animals for food and eat the grain
they saved for next year’s seeds.”
As it was, Guterres only cited the most endangered countries
in Africa, as others there (e.g. Kenya and CAR) and in the Middle
East (Syria), are facing similar deadly webs of war and climatic
disruption that are creating food shortages, displacing people
from the homes, and leading to disease driven by malnutrition and
poor living conditions. Some of the latest news is of an outbreak
of cholera in Yemen.
Canada’s Moment to Lead
As of May 2017, Canada was listed among the top five donors
(along with the EU, Norway, Qatar, Sweden) to the UN’s Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. But, Robert Rotberg one of the world’s leading experts on fragile and failed states argued that the “African famine should be Canada’s moment to
lead”.3 He contended that the US has in effect abandoned its
leadership role, and Europe is struggling with its own problems,
and both are grappling with “the rise of xenophobic populism”
that reduces the likelihood of them stepping forward.
At the public event after our annual general meeting on June
6, the UNA’s local Branch will host a panel discussion on Africa’s
plight. Join us and participate in the discussion about what needs
to be done and how we could contribute.
For more information, please visit:
http://www.unicef.ca/en/donate-now/article/give-to-anemergency-0
http://www.unocha.org/
http://humanitariancoalition.ca/
1

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Famine_Early_Warning_Systems_Network
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18452.doc.htm
3https://robertrotberg.wordpress.com/2017/04/23/africas-famine-should-becanadas-moment-to-lead/
2

If you would like to help us to grow global citizens, please
consider taking out, or renewing, your membership in the
NCRB and/or making a donation. Our expenses are modest,
but our work would not be possible without the financial
support of people like you. Please visit our website for more
information at: http://ncrb.unac.org/get-involved/

Participate in the conversation!
Join the global post-2015 conversation:
http://www.myworld2015.org/index.html?lang=en
MY World is a United Nations global survey for
citizens. Working with partners, we aim to capture
people’s voices, priorities and views, so world leaders can
be informed as they begin the process of defining the next
set of global goals to end poverty.

Vote today for The World We Want!
For more information, please visit:


WFUNA on the Post-2015 Debate:
http://www.wfuna.org/post-2015



Canadian academics and civil society's report on the
post-2015 debates:
http://ccic.ca/media/news_detail_e.php?id=240
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Canada's Aid to Syrian Refugees
- Amadou Sene -

Climate Justice - A movement from Africa to
COP21, to Today
- Georgina Bencsik -

The Syrian refugee camp Zaatari
Photo ©Archives/Brian Sokol/UNHCR

For six years, the civil war in Syria has led to a humanitarian
crisis affecting several neighboring countries. The war, which
is the result of geopolitical tensions in Syria, notably in the city
of Aleppo, has continued with no anticipated alleviation or
resolution of the war in the near future. In the absence of an
effective ceasefire, men, women and children are fleeing en
masse; telling stories of weeks of bombardment and
shortages of food, medical care and fuel for heating. The UN
estimates that 13.5 million Syrian civilians are living in extreme
poverty and are in desperate need of humanitarian aid.
In order to address this international humanitarian crisis,
Canada has decided to host several thousand refugees. The
Government of Canada has been working with nongovernmental organizations, provincial and territorial
governments, and municipal governments to facilitate the
integration of Syrian refugees. The Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) recently
praised Canada for providing solutions to the plight of a record
46,700 refugees through its resettlement to Canada program
in 2016.1 The noted NGO Oxfam has also reached over two
million people affected by the Syrian crisis - refugees in
Lebanon and Jordan, as well as communities inside Syria.
Oxfam’s operations inside Syria focus on the provision of clean
water to conflict affected populations through the
rehabilitation of water infrastructure, water trucking and
repairing of wells.2
For more information, please visit:
UNHCR Canada: http://www.unhcr.ca/news/canadas-2016
OXFAM Canada: https://www.oxfam.ca/syriacrisis

As an avid member of the National Capital Region
branch of the United Nations Association in Canada, one
really becomes more engaged with topics of interest to the
global community. One such interest is what our
government and newspapers have been reporting recently
on climate change and the environment.
Early in the month of May 2017, I had an opportunity
to watch a few documentary films part of the Hot Docs
2017 Canadian International Documentary Festival which
ran during April 27 - May 7, 2017. One film stands out, part
of Hot Docs, International Spectrum, and was its North
American Premier, "Thank You For The Rain" a production
from UK and Norway and Directed by Julia Dahr and codirected by Kisilu Musya (Kenya).
To put this in context, as Canadians we should be
proud of our government's commitment and ratification of
the Paris Agreement. Canada is a leader on climate
change. One of our local Ottawa-area, Members of
Parliament is our Minister of Environment and Climate
Change, Hon. Catherine McKenna: “From the earliest days
of our government’s mandate, as Minister of Environment
and Climate Change, I have been invested in the Paris
Agreement. In December 2015, I led Canada’s delegation
to COP21, where Canada played an instrumental role in
reaching that historic agreement to keep the global
temperature increase below 2 degrees Celsius. And where
Canada fought to make sure Indigenous rights were
recognized in the Agreement by all 195 countries that
signed on. And I was there when Canada signed the Paris
Agreement on April 22, Earth Day."
Canada shined at COP21 but this Paris Agreement has
been newsworthy since elections last autumn 2016 and
spring of 2017 amongst our global community as a result
its significance is most pertinent in the present. The Paris
climate agreement was signed last year by 175 countries
including the world's top polluters China and the United
States and went into force in November, just days before
Trump won the presidential election.
With the G7 happening at the end of May 2017 in Italy,
it’s refreshing that the business community has been
making the shift to green economy in the United States
and elsewhere around the world, irrespective of political
leadership.
continued

http://www.unhcr.ca/news/canadas-2016
2 https://www.oxfam.ca/syriacrisis
1
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The current UNEP Chief is Erik Solheim. He's from Norway and
served as its environment minister and international
development minister. He took the helm last year as
Executive Director of this United Nations Environment
Programme based in Nairobi, Kenya.
The film is poignant today because there's a greater need
for community action, for global citizens to save the world and
seek climate justice. Many realize we could have done more.
The recent elections in the US, Brexit in the UK, among many
others have left many people realizing they should have done
more. Now even the business community is taking action to
combat climate change.

The film begins five years ago with Kisilu Musya using his
camera to capture the life of his family. Kasilu is a farmer with
a family of nine to support in a rural part of Kenya. His wife,
Christina, helps him maintain the farm they work, with some
of their children, while others attend school. Kisilu met Dahr
when she was in Kenya filming about the effects of climate
change. He was advocating for planting fruit trees as they
provide income as well as shade and preventing soil erosion.
Africa has been in the news for decades due to hunger and
famine, and lack of food security. According to the film, Kenya
has gone through several severe droughts with two to three
years of minimal rain in the past ten years, and agriculture has
become less reliable. Thanks to his partnership with Dahr,
Kisilu has been trying to spread his first-hand experience of
the effects of climate change along with a message for climate
justice across the world. This includes visiting Dahr’s
homeland in Norway, and even attending UN COP21 in Paris
in December 2015 advocating to stop climate change.
Kasilu transforms from a father helping his family, to a
community leader and activist on the global stage working to
change the world. “If you know anything good, and you don’t
do it, the whole world will blame you on that. To avoid being
blamed, I will try my level best.”
We are Canadians and should all strive to be passionate
and proactive and to try our level best and join the movement
for climate justice, because it's about us all, global citizens.

Your National Capital Region Branch at Work
- Tara Andronek We sincerely appreciate the support of all our
members and want to share with you a little closer look at
our everyday work. The NCR Branch holds monthly
Executive Committee meetings to research and discuss
important issues we want to highlight for our membership,
prepare for presentations we give on behalf of the Branch
and address business such as management, financial issues
and pass motions to continue with effective representation
at the grass roots level for the United Nations Association
in Canada.
Before this season ends, we still have some work
underway which will happen post-publication. We are well
into the planning of the annual public event, the details of
which are on page 1 of this edition, and on May 24, the
Pearson Peace Medal, presented by the Governor-General
of Canada, will be awarded to Lloyd Axworthy at Rideau
Hall. The award honours a Canadian for his or her
outstanding achievements in the field of international
service and voluntary commitments, ideals of importance
to Lester B. Pearson. Organized by the National Office,
Members of Branch Executive will represent the National
Capital Region at the ceremony.
After the AGM, the Branch will present its yearly
summary of activities and financial report at the National
Annual General Meeting, in Ottawa, the weekend of June
9-11. Key discussions about the SDGs, what to focus on for
future undertakings will be had with all Branches and the
Board of Directors. The National Office will be sending
details of events open to the public to UNAC members. And
then, finally, it’s time for a break!

Branch Executive Committee Members Sherri Cameron,
TM Andronek, Nevena Vucetic, Shane Roberts and
Amadou Sene working on Winter/Spring 2017 events

Have a safe and happy summer,
Your NCR Branch Executive Committee
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Disclaimer: The views expressed by the contributors to the
Communiqué are not necessarily those of the United Nations
Association in Canada - National Capital Region Branch. Articles,
comments, suggestions, letters to the editor or enquiries about
branch activities are always welcome.
Note: Les opinions exprimées par les collaborateurs/trices du
bulletin Communiqué ne reflètent pas forcément ceux de
l’Association canadienne pour les Nations Unies, Division de la
Région de la Capitale nationale. Nous invitons vos suggestions et
vos opinions.

Upcoming UN Days 2017
World Environment Day
World Refugee Day
World Population Day
World Day Against
Trafficking in Persons

June 5
June 20
July 11

International Day of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples
World Humanitarian Day
International Day of Democracy
International Day of Peace

August 9

July 30

August 19
Sept. 15
Sept. 16

To learn more about upcoming UN Days, visit:
http://www.un.org/en/events/observances/days

Contact us!
UNAC-NCRB / ACU-DRCN
309 Cooper Street, Suite 300
Ottawa, ON K2P 0G5

Email: unac-ncrb@gmail.com
*Note new Website link: www.unac-ncrb.org

*Follow us on Facebook here: NCRBUNAC
https://www.facebook.com/ncrbunac/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

*And on Twitter: @UNACNCR

United Nations Association in Canada
National Capital Region Branch

Association canadienne pour les Nations Unies
Section de la Région de la Capitale nationale

https://twitter.com/UNACNCR?lang=en

Thanks to Honey Lane Creative for our website
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