
 
  
  

United Nations Association in Canada 
National Capital Region Branch 

       Association canadienne pour les Nations Unies 
                            Section de la Région de la Capitale nationale 

 
Spring 2016, Vol. 26 No. 2 

 

In this Issue: 

 
Spring Event and Annual 
General Meeting 
 
Canada Courted by UN's 
Leaders 
  
La Cour pénale 
internationale et 
L’Afrique 
 
On Success and Failure: 
UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-Moon reflects on 
the UN70 
 
The Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015 - 2030 
 
Developing a Human 
Approach to Work:  
The 2015 Human 
Development Report 
 
Vers un Monde sans 
Travail des Enfants ? 
 
Pearson Peace Medal 
 
Human Rights Violations 
in Syria 
 
Digital Divide(nds) 
 
Canada needs to 
revamp its strategy on 
global food security 
 
How to Celebrate World 
Environment Day  
 
Branch Information 
 

Editor: T. Andronek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor: TM Andronek 
 

 Public Event and AGM on June 15 

Tara-Marie Andronek 
 
          This spring the National Capital Region 

Branch of the United Nations Association is 

excited to present another public event 

addressing a topic of interest to our 

members. On Wednesday, June 15, at 7:00 

p.m., we will be hosting a panel presentation 

on Human Rights, Refugees, and Security: 

The Role of the UN and Global Citizens. 
Given the increasing challenges faced by 

refugees, host countries, local communities 

and UN entities, we are highlighting this 

important and often contentious issue from a 

global perspective with a particular focus on 

the Syrian conflict.  

 
 

          Presenting at the event will be  

University of Ottawa Professor Rouba Al-

Fattal, an expert on Middle East and Arab 

Politics, and Louisa Taylor, Director of the 

organization Refugee613 which is co-

ordinating Ottawa’s response to the global 

refugee crisis (www.refugee613.ca). Along 

with our two esteemed panellists, the 

internationally revered scholar on human 

rights, Professor John Packer, as Director of 

the Human Rights Research and Education 

Centre (HRREC) at the University of Ottawa, 

has graciously agreed to host our event at 

the HRREC and will also act as moderator.  

          The Annual General Meeting of the NCRB will take 

place from 6:00 – 6:45 p.m. before the public event. 

Those members in good standing who are interested in 

hearing our reports on the work of the Branch for the 

2015-2016 UN Season and our planning for the future, 

are welcome to attend. We are pleased to also receive 

any questions or suggestions you may have and always 

happy to meet our members in person. More 

information on the AGM and details about the pubic 

presentation will be sent in the coming weeks. 

           We have a lot to share about our activities this 

year and hope to see you there! 

Members of the NCRB Executive Committee attend a 

reception at the Supreme Court of Canada in honour of 

The Honourable Louse Arbour receiving the Pearson 

Peace Medal. March 17, 2016 (See p. 7 of this edition): 

 
From left to right: Vice-President and Treasurer Shane 
Roberts, Member-at-Large Amadou Sene, The 
Honourable Louse Arbour, Secretary Catherine Ma, Mrs. 
Roberts, and Member-at-Large Alysha Pannu.  

Photo © UNAC National Office 
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Tara-Marie Andronek, 

President - National Capital Region Branch, 

United Nations Association in Canada 
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Canada Courted by UN's Leaders 

Shane Roberts 

 

The first few months of 2016 have been marked by 

an unprecedented number of visits to Ottawa by high-level 

officials from the United Nations.  At a time of both crises 

and hope over refugees, human rights, climate change, 

conflict and sustainable development, the UN is clearly 

courting Canada for its help and leadership in tackling 

global challenges.  Here is a list of significant VIPs who have 

made official visits to Canada in recent months. 

 

- January 27: Helen Clark, former Prime Minister of New 

Zealand and Administrator of the UN Development 

Programme to launch the Human Development Report 

2015 (see page 5); 

 

- February 11: Ban Ki-moon, the UN's Secretary-General 

(see page 4);   

 

- February 26: Ertharin Cousin, Executive Director of the 

World Food Programme;  

 

- March 8: Dr Babatunde Osotimehin, Under-Secretary-

General and UNFPA's Executive Director on his inaugural 

visit to Ottawa to host a public event for International 

Women's Day on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of 

UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and 

Security. It was also in recognition of the adoption of the 

Sustainable Development Goals, which address peace and 

justice, health and gender equality among other things; 

 

- March 11: Robert Kirkpatrick, Director for Global Pulse 

Program ('big data' for the UN); 

 

- March 21-22: Filippo Grandi, the High Commissioner for 

Refugees spoke at both Carleton University and the 

University of Ottawa to sold-out crowds; 

 

- April 5: David Malone, Rector of the United Nations 

University and UN Under-Secretary-General spoke at an 

event on “Water: The Nexus of Sustainable Development 

and Climate Change”; and 

 

- May 3: Kim Won-soo, UN Under-Secretary-General and 

High Representative for Disarmament Affairs spoke on 

pursuing a nuclear weapon-free world based on the 

Secretary-General's Five-Point Plan on nuclear 

disarmament. 

 

L

La Cour pénale internationale et L’Afrique  

Amadou Sene 

 

Les juges de la Chambre préliminaire I lors d’une audience ©ICC-CPI / 
Associated Press 

 La Cour pénale internationale (CPI) régie par le Statut 

de Rome est créée par traité pour contribuer à mettre fin à 

l'impunité des auteurs des crimes. N'appartenant pas au 

système des Nations Unies, l’organisation internationale est une 

cour indépendante permanente devant laquelle sont jugées les 

personnes accusées des crimes les plus graves qui touchent la 

communauté internationale, à savoir les crimes de génocide, les 

crimes contre l’humanité et les crimes de guerre. Dans toutes 

ses activités, la CPI respecte les normes les plus strictes 

d’impartialité et d’équité. 

 Aujourd’hui, plusieurs autorités et anciens chefs d’État 

africains font l’objet de jugement à la CPI. Le Bureau du 

Procureur mène des enquêtes dans le cadre des situations en 

Ouganda, en République Démocratique du Congo (RDC), en 

République Centrafricaine (RCA), au Darfour (Soudan), au Kenya, 

en Libye, en Côte d’Ivoire et au Mali. En effet la plupart des 

chefs d’accusation concernent relativement les guerres civiles, 

les crimes contre l’humanité (meurtre, déportation ou transfert 

forcé de population, et persécution) prétendument commis en 

relation avec les violences post-électorales au sein de la 

population1.  

 Cependant, en date du 21 mars 2016, la Chambre de 

première instance III de la Cour pénale internationale (CPI) a 

déclaré à l'unanimité l’Homme politique Jean‑Pierre Bemba 

Gombo coupable au‑delà de tout doute raisonnable de deux 

chefs de crimes contre l'humanité (meurtre et viol) et de trois 

chefs de crimes de guerre (meurtre, viol et pillage)1. Jean‑Pierre 

Bemba faisait effectivement fonction de chef militaire exerçant 

une autorité et un contrôle effectif sur les forces qui ont commis 

ces crimes. Ceci marque le début d’une première condamnation 

à la Cour pénale internationale d’un Homme politique à raison 

de violence sexuelle. 

 
Pour plus d’information : Cour pénale internationale 
https://www.icc-
cpi.int/iccdocs/PIDS/publications/TheCourtTodayFra.pdf 
https://www.icc-
cpi.int/FR_Menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/pages
/pr1200.aspx 

 
 

2 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/PIDS/publications/TheCourtTodayFra.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/PIDS/publications/TheCourtTodayFra.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/FR_Menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/pages/pr1200.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/FR_Menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/pages/pr1200.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/FR_Menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/pages/pr1200.aspx
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On Success and Failure 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon reflects on the UN70 

Catherine Ma 

 

 Last month, United Nations Secretary-General Ban 

Ki-moon made an official visit to Canada in an effort to 

promote strengthening relations between the United 

Nations and Canada. His trip included meetings with Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau, Governor General David Johnston, 

various MPs and Senators, as well as municipal leaders. Mr. 

Ban and Mr. Trudeau held a joint press conference that 

touched upon the refugee crisis, gender equality, maternal 

and child health, and peacekeeping as well. 

  Mr. Ban also gave an interview on The 

Current regarding global challenges that the United Nations 

must address. The Current introduced the interview by 

noting that the United Nations has fulfilled its mandate to 

promote global peace and security “in many ways,” but that 

these goals remain “elusive” due to ongoing violence in 

Syria, global terrorism, and the "existential threat" of climate 

change.  

 
"National flags are a mark of pride and patriotism in every 

country around the world.  But there is only one flag that belongs to 

all of us. That blue flag of the United Nations was a banner of hope 

for me growing up in wartime Korea. Seven decades after its 

founding, the United Nations remains a beacon for all humanity.” 

Secretary-General Ban celebrates the 70th anniversary of UN 

Charter – a 'compass' to a better world. Photo ©UN.org 

 Mr. Ban devoted most of his interview to the civil 

war in Syria and global engagement in the region. He argued 

that this "heartbreaking and tragic" conflict requires a 

"political solution with inclusive dialogue," rather than 

military intervention. He noted that the UN Special Envoy to 

Syria attempted to facilitate such dialogue by supporting 

peace negotiations between Syrian government officials and 

rebel forces. Despite emphasizing that "nation-wide 

ceasefire"  is  needed,      Mr. Ban   conceded  that  achieving 
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Ban Ki-moon is the eighth Secretary-General of the United Nations 

Photo ©UN.org 
 

agreement might be difficult due to "divisions" among Syrians, 

opposition parties, Middle Eastern countries, and even 

the UN Security Council. He expressed hope that the 

International Syria Support Group might contribute to a 

political solution. 

 Mr. Ban refused to comment on the Canadian 

government’s decision to withdraw its CF-18s fighter jets from 

airstrikes against the Islamic State. He would only remark that 

he "really appreciates" that Canada is a member of the coalition 

to fight global terrorism, as well as praise the Canadian 

government for its "highly commendable" pledge to resettle 

25,000 Syrian refugees. He called on other countries to emulate 

this "compassionate" leadership, citing their duty to "save 

human lives."  

 Mr. Ban also took the opportunity to reflect upon his 

legacy as UN Secretary-General, addressing criticisms that the 

UN could have done more under his mandate. He maintained, 

"I have done more within my power working very closely with 

the member states." He added that the UN can achieve “much 

more, much better” if member states are united. Still he 

acknowledged that the UN must address “many” challenges 

that include climate change, poverty, and even sexual 

harassment among UN peacekeepers. He concluded by 

reaffirming his commitment to helping vulnerable people "until 

the very last minute” of his mandate.  

 
Supplementary Resources 
 

 Mr. Ban’s interview is available at : 
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-
february-11-2016-1.3443448/secretary-general-ban-ki-
moon-evaluates-un-s-failures-and-successes-1.3443473  

 Or read the full transcript at : 
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-
february-11-2016-1.3443448/feb-11-2016-episode-
transcript-1.3444471#segment1  

 UN 70th Anniversary: 
http://www.un.org/un70/en 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-february-11-2016-1.3443448/secretary-general-ban-ki-moon-evaluates-un-s-failures-and-successes-1.3443473
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-february-11-2016-1.3443448/secretary-general-ban-ki-moon-evaluates-un-s-failures-and-successes-1.3443473
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-february-11-2016-1.3443448/secretary-general-ban-ki-moon-evaluates-un-s-failures-and-successes-1.3443473
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-february-11-2016-1.3443448/feb-11-2016-episode-transcript-1.3444471#segment1
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-february-11-2016-1.3443448/feb-11-2016-episode-transcript-1.3444471#segment1
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-february-11-2016-1.3443448/feb-11-2016-episode-transcript-1.3444471#segment1
http://www.un.org/un70/en


      The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015 - 2030 

Rosemary Spring 
        

 With the objective of achieving a substantial 

reduction in disaster losses by 2015, through the increased 

resilience of nations and communities to disasters, the 

Hyogo Framework for Action 2005 - 2015: Building 

Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters (HFA) 

came into being.  As the first plan of its kind explaining the 

efforts required from all sectors to reduce the loss of lives, 

and social, economic, and environmental assets from 

hazards, the HFA was agreed upon by governments, 

international agencies, disaster experts and others in 

January 2005. 

 
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon addresses the opening session 
of the U.N. World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai 
March 14, 2015, Photo ©The Japan Times POOL / KYODO 

  

 In the ten years following the HFA, countries have 

enhanced their capacities for disaster risk management, 

and progress has been made toward decreasing disaster 

risks at local, national, regional, and global levels. 

International mechanisms such as the Global Platform for 

Disaster Risk Reduction have offered strategic advice, 

coordination, and partnership development for the 

reduction of disaster risk, enhancing the cultivation of 

policies and strategies, knowledge sharing and learning. 

Public and institutional awareness of the need for disaster 

risk reduction has also increased generating commitment 

and action by a wide range of stakeholders. 

 The same 10 year period has seen more than 1.5 

billion people affected by disasters including more than 700 

thousand lives lost, 1.4 million injured, and 23 million made 

homeless with a total economic loss exceeding $1.3 trillion. 

With climate change contributing to the increased 

frequency and intensity of many disaster types, evidence 

suggests a global increase in exposure to disasters is 

outpacing decreases in vulnerability, allowing disasters to 

continue to undermine progress toward sustainable 

development and the need for an internationally agreed 

upon successor to the HFA was apparent.  
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On March 18, 2015, the 15-year, voluntary, non-binding Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction was adopted continuing 

the efforts and building on the achievements of the HFA to 

2030.  The Framework seeks to achieve “the substantial 

reduction of disaster risk and losses of lives, livelihoods and 

health, and in the economic, physical, social, cultural and 

environmental assets of persons, businesses, communities and 

countries” (UNDIR: 2015) “through the implementation of 

integrated and inclusive economic, structural, legal, social, 

health, cultural, educational, environmental, technological, 

political and institutional measures.” The Framework provides 

strategic direction toward the following seven global targets: 

 
a) Substantially reduce global disaster mortality by 2030; 
b) Substantially reduce the number of people affected 

globally by 2030; 
c) Reduce direct disaster economic loss in relation to global 

gross domestic product (GDP) by 2030; 
d) Substantially reduce disaster damage to critical 

infrastructure and disruption of basic services through 
developing their resilience by 2030; 

e) Substantially increase the number of countries with 
national and local disaster risk reduction strategies by 
2030; 

f) Substantially enhance international cooperation to 
developing countries through adequate and sustainable 
support to complement their national actions for 
implementation of the present Framework by 2030; and, 

g) Substantially increase the availability of and access to 
multi-hazard early warning systems and disaster risk 
information and assessments to people by 2030. 

 

 The framework also outlines four priorities: 
 

• Priority 1: Understanding disaster risk in each of its 
dimensions (vulnerability, capacity, exposure of persons and 
assets, hazard characteristics, and the environment), to 
inform pre-disaster risk assessment, prevention and 
mitigation, and the development and implementation of 
appropriate preparedness and effective responses.  

• Priority 2: Strengthening disaster risk governance to 
manage disaster risk with clear vision, plans, competence, 
guidance and coordination within and across sectors and 
with relevant stakeholders. 

• Priority 3: Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience 
with public and private investment in structural and non-
structural measures that enhance economic, social, health, 
and cultural resilience of persons, communities, countries 
and their assets, as well as the environment. 

 

       

Continued on page 11 
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Developing a Human Approach to Work 

Tara-Marie Andronek 
  

 The United Nations Development Programme works 

around the world to eradicate poverty and diminish 

inequalities by helping countries to develop policies and 

institutional capabilities to sustain increased development.  

The goal of its annual Human Development Report has been to 

enlarge people’s choices, to focus on improving the lives of 

individuals and not just focus on larger economies. Highlighting 

the theme of labour and its role in an individual’s life, the 2015 

Human Development Report examines the links between work 

and human development in a world that is rapidly changing 

technologically and with alternative forms of employment. 

 On January 27, 2016, the United Nations Association 

in Canada along with Global Affairs Canada held an official 

presentation of the 2015 Report with Helen Clark, the 

Administrator of the UNDP and President of the UN 

Development Group, a committee consisting of the heads of all 

UN funds, departments and programs to address international 

development issues. The report brought to the forefront of 

development concerns that even with the technological and 

communications advances that have benefitted the modern 

world of work, those benefits are not equally distributed. 

 
Helen Clark poses with UNAC volunteers at Global Affairs Canada. 

Photo ©UNAC  

 

 Work is a fundamental aspect of human life. It has 

contributed to our progress but considerable challenges 

remain – barriers to employment, wage gaps, inequality of 

access, child labour and other forms of marginalization still 

exist across both the developed and developing world. The 

2015 Report advocates that if each individual’s potential could 

be harnessed through the application of appropriate strategies 

and effective policies, then human progress would be 

accelerated and increased, while human development deficits 

would be reduced.   Since its inception 25 years ago, the Report 

 

has always taken a people-centred approach over one that 

merely highlights economic growth. Moving forward, the 

reports will also support the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development with its 17 goals (see our Winter 2016 

Communique edition).  

 As the former Prime Minister of New Zealand, 

Administrator Clark began her speech by recognizing the 

longstanding common values and interests of Canada and 

New Zealand on the world stage. She noted that this year’s 

report brings us back to the basics of what is important to the 

individual, how our work affects us on a personal level, and 

how work itself can be positive factor in our lives as 

recognized by its designation as the 8th Sustainable 

Development Goal: to promote full and productive 

employment and decent work for all.  

 
Helen Clark speaks at the Panel Discussion on the 2015 Development 

Report with Kate White, President and CEO of UNAC. Photo ©NCRB 
 

 Administrator Clark made note of the hardships 

faced by relocated migrants and refugees in finding work in 

their new local economies, fostering green work technologies 

and the plight of youth in securing jobs. Ms. Clark also took 

questions from audience members who inquired about the 

work of the UNDP into generating a comprehensive report 

and highlighted concerns about the prevalence of child labour 

produced consumer goods in our stores. Ms. Clark stated that 

with 168 million child labourers worldwide, the UNDP is 

working on consumer information transparency about which 

products are based on illegal practices in order for us to make 

better decisions, including products that might be the result 

of the harvesting of protected tropical rainforests. By not 

supporting those businesses we can effect change to those 

companies or industries that rely on such nefarious practices. 

Continued on page 11 
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Vers un Monde sans Travail des Enfants ? 
Amadou Sene 

 

 
Le 5 Janvier 2016, au cours d'une journée d'école, Ayman âgé de 9 

ans, vend des bonbons dans les rues du village de Kafr Batna à 
Damas rural.  Photo © UNICEF 2016 

 

 Depuis longtemps et encore d’actualité, le travail 

des enfants demeure un frein au développement socio-

économique et dans le secteur éducatif de plusieurs pays à 

travers le monde. Pour faire face à cette problématique, 

l’organisation internationale du Travail (OIT) par le bais du 

Programme international pour l’abolition du travail des 

enfants (IPEC), a instauré différentes mesures pour 

l'éradication du travail des enfants. Ces mesures ont été 

mises en place pour contrer les pires formes de travail, 

l’instauration de meilleures pratiques et des moyens 

d'accélérer la coopération des pays à l’échelle mondiale 

combattant le travail des enfants. 

La guerre, la pauvreté et les mauvaises conditions 

de vie sont de plus en plus reconnues comme étant au 

cœur du problème. Des millions d'enfants sont victimes, 

privés de leur enfance, de leur santé et l'éducation. De 

plus, les raisons pour lesquelles les enfants rejoignent les 

forces et les groupes armés sont nombreuses. Selon les 

témoignages des enfants, leur engagement dans l’armée 

est souvent considéré comme étant un moyen d’assurer 

leur survie immédiate et de gagner leur vie. Ceci montre 

clairement que pour assurer une prévention efficace et 

une réintégration sociale, il faut tenir compte des 

dimensions économiques du recrutement des enfants. Le 

travail, ou l’absence de travail, sont à la base du problème 

de recrutement dans l’armée et de sa prévention. 

 

La traite des enfants représente également l’une des pires 

formes d’exploitation et de violation des droits des enfants 

en Afrique de l’Ouest. Par exemple il existe au Mali une 

source importante d’enfants victimes de traite pour le 

travail agricole sur les plantations de cacao et l’huile de 

palme travaillant dans les mines en Côte d’Ivoire et au 

Burkina Faso. Outre ces causes s’ajoutent l'esclavage, les 

pratiques analogues à l'esclavage telles que le travail forcé, 

l'exploitation sexuelle et leur utilisation par des adultes à 

des activités illicites comme le trafic de drogue. 

 Rappelons qu’en octobre 2013, la déclaration de 

Brasilia à la Conférence mondiale sur le travail des enfants 

au Brésil faisait appel à la coopération des gouvernements 

pour développer des actions afin d’éliminer les pires 

formes de travail des enfants d'ici 2016. Ceci comprenant 

des mesures visant à étendre et améliorer l'accès à une 

éducation gratuite, obligatoire et de qualité pour tous les 

enfants1. En date, le nombre global d'enfants en situation 

de travail des enfants a diminué d'un tiers depuis l'année 

2000, passant de 246 millions à 168 millions. Malgré cette 

diminution, la région d'Asie-Pacifique continue à 

enregistrer les plus grands nombre d'enfants presque 78 

millions et l'Afrique sub-saharienne continue à être la 

région avec la plus forte incidence de travail des enfants 

soit 59 millions.  

 En parallèle, l'UNICEF entreprend différentes 

actions et une approche communautaire pour soutenir les 

enfants vulnérables. Dans ce sens, l’organisme travaille à 

libérer les enfants des forces et groupes armés même 

pendant les conflits armés et à les aider à retourner à leurs 

familles. L'UNICEF soutient des services qui prennent soin 

de la santé physique et mentale et le bien-être de ces 

enfants, les réintègre dans des activités positives à l'égard 

de leur avenir, y compris l'éducation, les compétences 

professionnelles et la formation des moyens d'existence. 

 
Pour plus d’information: 

 Organisation internationale du Travail (OIT)  
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/child-labour/lang--
fr/index.htm 

 Fonds des Nations unies pour l'enfance (Unicef)  
http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_child_labour.html 
http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_58007.html 

 Child Labour : La Déclaration de Brasilia sur le travail 
des enfants 

http://childlabour2013.org/the-brasilia-declaration-on-child-
labour/ 

 

References : 
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/child-labour/lang--fr/index.htm 
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/child-labour/lang--
fr/index.htm « Bonnes pratiques en Afrique » 
http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_child_labour.html 
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Pearson Peace Medal Ceremony 

Catherine Ma 

 

 In March, the National Capital Region Branch 

was invited to the Pearson Peace Medal Ceremony, 

which was organized by the National Office of the United 

Nations Association in Canada. The Pearson Peace Medal 

is awarded to a Canadian who makes a significant 

contribution to the causes to which Lester B. Pearson was 

devoted: Equal rights and justice for all humanity, aid to 

developing countries, mediation between groups in 

armed conflict, succour to others in need, and peaceful 

change through world law and world organization. 

 

 
Louise Arbour with His Excellency the Right Honourable David 
Johnston, C.C., C.M.M., C.O.M., C.D., Governor General and 
Commander-in-Chief of Canada; seated on the far left is UNAC 
President and CEO Kate White. Photo ©UNAC 

  

 This year’s Pearson Peace Medal was awarded to 

the Honourable Louise Arbour. Madam Arbour previously 

sat as a justice on the Supreme Court of Canada, the 

Court of Appeal for Ontario, and the Supreme Court of 

Ontario. Madam Arbour further served as Chief 

Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for 

Rwanda and Chief Prosecutor of the International 

Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Her efforts in 

these roles resulted in convictions against 60 people who 

participated in the 1994 Rwandan genocide. Notably, she 

also became the first UN prosecutor to indict a serving 

head of state for war crimes, bringing charges against 

Slobodan Milosevic.  

 Madam Arbour formerly served as the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, as well as a member of 

the Global Commission on Drug Policy and the 

International Commission Against the Death Penalty. She 

is now a member of the Advisory Board of The Coalition 

for the International Criminal Court and a jurist-in-

residence at Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. 
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Penny Collenette, The Honourable Andromache Karakatsanis, 
Kate White and Louise Arbour at the Supreme Court of Canada 
reception. Photo ©UNAC 
 

Supplementary Resources: 

 

Details about the Pearson Peace Medal and its past recipients 

are available at: 

 http://unac.org/unac-projects/pearson-peace-medal/  

Also on the Governor General’s official website at: 

 https://www.gg.ca/gallery.aspx?id=11423 

 

 
 

A jury of eminent Canadians selects the recipient of the Pearson 

Peace Medal seen above. Photo ©Her Majesty The Queen in 

Right of Canada represented by the Office of the Secretary to the 

Governor General; taken by Sgt Ronald Duchesne, Rideau Hall. 

 

 
 

Kate White, Governor Johnston, Louise Arbour and Nancy 
Wildgoose, Chair of the Board of Directors of UNAC who provided 
a brief introduction to the award, at Rideau Hall. Photo ©UNAC 
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Human Rights Violations in Syria 

Catherine Ma 

 

The National Capital Region Branch was asked to attend a panel on Investigating War Crimes in Syria – In 

Search of Accountability, which was organized by the Centre for International Policy Studies at the University of 

Ottawa. The presentation inspired a dialogue regarding the “state of crisis” in international law, as well as 

alternative measures used to collect information on war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Syria, 

and to hold perpetrators accountable. Its focus remains topical as the Syrian civil war enters its fifth year and human 

rights violations continue to occur.  

 Their first speaker was William Wiley, the founder and director of the Commission for International Justice 

and Accountability (CIJA). He also formerly worked in the war crimes unit at the Department of Justice, the Office of 

the Prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, as well as the 

International Criminal Court. 

 

  
                           Aleppo, Syria 
 

 The second presenter was Nerma Jelacic, who is the CIJA director of external relations and 

communications. She formerly worked as the head of communications for the International Criminal Tribunal for the 

former Yugoslavia, director and co-founder of the Balkan Investigative Reporting Network, as well as an editor at the 

Institute for War and Peace Reporting as well. 

 Mr. Wiley gave most of the presentation, while Ms. Jelacic provided supplementary remarks. The speakers 

outlined the expensive and time-consuming processes currently used in international law. They pointed out that 

these investigations favour victims’ testimonies and videos that are “very powerful” in regards to public opinion but 

“rubbish” in legal value. Their presentation further emphasized the effectiveness of the CIJA model, which has built 

cases against 24 high-level perpetrators in less than 18 months. They explained that the CIJA relies upon written 

archives and testimonies from low-level perpetrators, as these evidence sources are less disputable. They added 

that the CIJA model has attracted more support in the global community; since 2013, the CIJA has received 

increasing funds to build prosecutable case files against perpetrators, develop domestic investigative and analytical 

capabilities, and support domestic authorities interested in investigating war crimes. 

 The National Capital Region Branch is pleased to share the CIJA’s progress, particularly as the United 

Nations resumes its Intra-Syrian Talks regarding an end to the civil war in Syria, a new constitution, and possible 

elections. As the UN works tirelessly to bring all parties towards a ceasefire agreement, it is important to ensure 

those perpetrating human rights violations are held accountable as well. 

Supplementary Resources 

 Details about the Intra-Syrian Talks is available at: 
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpPages)/4d6470dbeaf92917c1257e59004fac2d?O
penDocument  

 Information about the CIJA can be found on Mr. Wiley’s guest blog at: http://www.cips-
cepi.ca/2016/03/06/slow-and-costly-the-crisis-confronting-internationalized-criminal-justice/  
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  Digital Divide(nds) 

Kai-Hsin Hung 

 
Malawi. 
 I was typing away, trying to finish a report when 
the electricity went out. I forgot to save before the screen 
went blank. All of my work, gone.  
 
Rolling blackouts are a routine occurrence across Malawi. 
 
 But this particular blackout was not caused by 
ESCOM, the state-owned power company, not meeting 
demand. This time, it was because my organization 
couldn’t pay its utility bill. 
 
 With such unreliable electricity, Internet access is 
restricted to the lucky few who can afford mobile Internet 
data or the occasional trip to a pricey Internet cafe.  
 
 According to an ITU report, Malawians pay the 
highest mobile phone expenses in the world, relative to 
their income. On average, Malawians pay more than $USD 
12 a month, or about 56 percent of their average monthly 
earnings, toward mobile phone service.  
 
 The majority of Malawians are still excluded from 
the benefits of the digital revolution. 
 

 
 
Technology can be transformational. 
 

 Malawians’ exclusion from the benefits of the 
digital revolution as an example was at heart of this year’s 
World Bank’s World Development Report 2016 on Digital 
Dividends. The report concluded that the digital dividends 
– the broader development benefits from using digital 
technologies – have lagged behind. 
 
 Digital technologies are making people, 
businesses and governments more connected. Every day 
about  203  billion  emails  are  sent,  8.8  billion  YouTube 
videos watched, 4.2 billion Google searches searched, 803 
million tweets shared, and 152 million Skype calls made. 
 
 

 

 

 

  
 Massive open online courses (MOOCs) and other 
online teaching tools like the ITC-ILO’s eCampus, the Khan 
Academy and Rio de Janeiro’s Educopedia are increasing 
the access to and quality of education. 
 
 However, their aggregated impact has fallen short. 
The digital divide persists across gender, geography, age 
and income within each country and between countries. 
About 60 percent of the world’s people, including the 
majority of Malawians, are offline and do not participate in 
the digital economy. 
 
 Women, rural, youth, the elderly, traditionally 
marginalized groups, and people living in poverty are less 
likely to benefit from the growth, jobs and better services 
generated by the Internet, mobile phones, and related 
technologies. 
 
 In advanced and emerging economies, digital 
technologies are changing the world of work, polarizing 
labour markets and increasing inequality. Labour shares of 
national income are falling. At the same time, the Internet is 
making workers more productive but the benefits are 
largest for the higher-skilled, thus concentrating wealth and 
reducing the overall quality of work for others.   
 
 For many who live in poverty, the biggest gains of 
digital technologies come from the lower information and 
search costs, normally through their mobile phones. 
 
 According to the World Bank, the economics of the 
Internet favour the formation of digital monopolies 
dominating our digital lives and economy. This 
concentration of market power diminishes the overall 
economic benefits and digital dividends from the Internet. 
 
 Equally as concerning, about 1 in 3 Internet users 
does not have free Internet while it has the potential to 
empower citizens. Governments are increasingly seeking to 
control the Internet, limiting netizens rights of free 
expression and association. 
 
 To realize the potential of technological 
advancements and closing the remaining digital divide, 
countries need to strengthen their “analog components” – 
regulations, skills and institutions.  
 
 These analog components involve not just the 
expansion of connectivity but also promoting literacy skills, 
adoption of ICTs, enhancing social protection, adapting 
workers’ skills, foster competition among businesses, and 
making institutions more accountable.  
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United Nation’s newly minted Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) as a roadmap, Canada’s food security 

policy should support a multiplicity of environmentally 

sustainable agricultural systems at the local, regional 

and global level, and build the resilience of people’s 

livelihoods and food systems to threats and crises.    

 Progress has already been made. Despite 

significant population growth, the number of hungry 

people around the world shrunk by 216 million between 

1990 and 2015. Yet the global level of hunger and 

malnutrition still remain unacceptably high.   In South 

Asia, sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East, progress 

in reducing hunger has been slow, and in some cases 

gains have been reversed by protracted crises. These 

same regions also have a high prevalence of hidden 

hunger – the lack of micronutrients. To truly do more 

than just provide short-term relief during humanitarian 

crises, the Liberals are in a great position to support 

climate-smart agriculture and other sustainable 

agricultural practices, gender equality, and pro-poor 

development policies in fragile and low income food- 

deficit countries part of Canada’s food security agenda. 

 The SDGs have put hunger high on the global 

development agenda for the next 15 years. Goal 2 calls 

for an end to hunger, achieving food security and 

improved nutrition and promoting sustainable 

agriculture. These are calls Canada must answer with 

strong commitments and bold initiatives in a revamped 

Food Security Strategy. 

 The right to adequate food is a basic human 

right. Few would disagree that global food security and 

nutrition is an important moral and international policy 

issue for Canada. And as climate change and economic 

instability increasingly threaten people’s ability to put 

food on the table the world over, we need to build 

more resilient food systems. 

 As we work toward the 2030 Agenda, the 

imperative to “leave no one behind” and the 

Brundtland Report’s notion of “sustainability” must 

inform our shared vision of a common future, by 

ensuring that this generation’s right to food does not 

jeopardise the right to food of future generations -- a 

future of zero hunger. 

 
Kai-Hsin Hung researched the policy agenda-setting process 
that led to Canada’s Food Security Strategy and 2009 AFSI 
commitments as part of his master’s degree in Public and 
International Affairs at the University of Ottawa. This article 
was first posted in CCIC’s Development Unplugged on 
Huffington Post. @KaiHsinHung  

 

 

Canada needs to revamp its strategy on global food 

security 

Kai-Hsin Hung 

 

 Steep jumps in food prices in recent months should 

remind us in Canada of the imperative to ensure people’s 

right to adequate food around the world – something the 

new Liberal government can help do by refreshing Canada’s 

2009 Food Security Strategy. 

 The University of Guelph’s Food Institute estimates 

the average Canadian household paid $325 more at the 

grocery checkout last year and projects that food bills will 

grow by another $345 in 2016. The deflated loonie and a 

marathon drought in California are mostly to blame for the 

jump in food prices here in Canada. Meanwhile the same 

forces—economic and climate instability—threaten to keep 

an estimated 795 million people hungry around the world. 

 The Food and Agriculture Organization estimates 

that the agricultural sector absorbs about 25 percent of all 

damages caused by climate-related disasters such as 

drought and flooding. Climate change will only multiply 

current vulnerabilities. Less than a decade ago, the world 

was gripped by a major food price crisis. Soaring oil prices, 

which quadrupled between 2003 and 2008, were partly to 

blame as the price of maize and wheat doubled and that of 

rice nearly tripled. Weather shocks intensified by climate 

change’s effects offer a credible explanation for the poor 

harvests. The Economist declared the situation a “silent 

tsunami” on its front page in April 2008. The crisis was a 

clear call for the international community to recognize the 

inadequacies of our global food system and became a 

catalyst for action and policy change.  

 Under the Harper government, Canada responded 

by transforming how it sources food aid – food destined for 

humanitarian crises would no longer come from Canadian 

farmers, but from closer to the affected region. The former 

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 

followed up with its first-ever Food Security Strategy in 

2009.  The strategy took a more comprehensive approach 

to food aid than ever before by focusing not just on 

immediate humanitarian relief but looking for medium and 

long-term solutions to hunger. Canada was also the first G8 

country to fulfill its $1.18 billion dollar commitment made 

under the L’Aquila Food Security Initiative (AFSI). But the 

2009 strategy didn’t go far enough. 

 The new Liberal government has a great 

opportunity to buttress our international leadership position 

by refreshing the strategy with a new focus on the links 

between food security, climate change adaptation, 

environmental  sustainability  and human rights.   Using the 
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continued from p. 4 

The Sendai Framework 

 

 

 
Priority 4: Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective 
response and to “Build Back Better” in recovery, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction by encouraging 
participation, especially through public leadership from 
women and persons with disabilities, to promote 
equitable and universally accessible approaches. 
 
 The Framework emphasizes that though the 

State holds the primary role in the reduction of disaster 

risk, the overall objective should be pursued through 

international cooperation and global partnerships. 

Significant efforts must be implemented to address 

varied levels of support required by countries resulting 

from economic disparities, differences in technological 

innovation and research capacity, and higher levels of 

vulnerability.  

By encouraging international cooperation and 

global partnerships, the Framework seeks to increase the 

global resilience to disaster risk by harnessing efforts by 

all sectors to include even those that are the most 

adversely and disproportionately vulnerable. 

 
 
 
 
For more information: 
https://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/hfa 
http://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/sendai-
framework 
 
 

 

 

 

continued from p. 5 

A Human Approach to Work 

 

 The main conclusions of the Report include the 

following key observations: that work, not just jobs, 

contribute to human progress and enhances human 

development; some work can damage human 

development – quality and conditions play an important 

part in the value of and our satisfaction in the work; and 

that imbalances leave women at a disadvantage and they 

bear an unequal share of care work. The resulting 

argument is that if we address the imbalances in unpaid 

and paid work, the gender inequalities and inadequate 

policies that facilitate them then both current and future 

generations will benefit from the improvement in work 

development. 

 
Former Ottawa-Centre MP Paul Dewar (far right) asks Helen 

Clark about child labour retail supply chains. Photo ©UNAC. 
 

For more information: 
http://hdr.undp.org 
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8.   Create  a  garden,  because  it  is  visually  appealing  and   

feeds other living organisms such as insects and animals. 
Grow plants for your consumption and our collective 
sustainability and to restore our planet Earth by feeding 
all living organisms.   

1. 9.   Remember to reduce, reuse, recycle, and refuse in your  
2.        daily life.  

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Upcoming UN Days 

 World Refugee Day 

 Nelson Mandela 
International Day 

 World Day Against 
Trafficking in Persons 

June 20 
July 18 
 
July 30 

 International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous Peoples 

 World Humanitarian Day 

Aug. 9 
 
Aug. 19 

  

  

 
 

 

 

How to celebrate World Environment Day, June 5 2016  
Georgina Bencsik 

 
 World Environment Day (WED) is a yearly event raising 
global awareness of the need to take positive environmental 
action. WED is run by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP).  Please consider joining celebrations so you 
may have an opportunity to share your ideas and activities for 
making our world cleaner, greener, brighter and more 
sustainable.   
 
Here are 10 steps to celebrate WED: 

1. Visit www.unep.org/wed  
2. The theme for the year, 2016 is to Go wild for Life, e.g. 
 fight against illegal trade in wildlife; find events in your 
 region and city  
3. Host your own event, register on the website and 
 broadcast via social medial #WED2016 
4. Focus on creating a more sustainable lifestyle by 

becoming more conscious of eco-friendly alternatives  
5. Start reading labels of products you purchase and aim for 

certified sustainable, organic and ethically produced, 
e.g., Fair Trade 

6. Use alternative forms of transportation eg. public 
transit, bicycles, walking reducing your carbon footprint 

7. Become involved in local conservation initiatives, eg., 
our National Capital Region and Ottawa have many 
natural areas and parks: Gatineau Park, Parc Lac Leamy, 
Brittania Conservation Area, Richelieu Park, Carp Hills 
Forest, Trillium Woods, Torbolton Forest, and many 
others, visit http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/water-and-
environment/air-land-and-water/conservation-areas-
forests-and-parks  

Contact us! 
UNAC-NCRB 
ACU-DRCN 
309 Cooper Street, Suite 300, 
K2P 0G5 

Email: unac-ncrb@gmail.com 

 
*Our new Website is here!!* 

http://ncrb.unac.org/ 
Thanks to Sherri Cameron of Honey Lane Creative  

for developing our new site 

www.honeylane.ca 

 

  

 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed by the contributors to the Communiqué are not necessarily those of the United Nations Association in Canada - 

National Capital Region Branch. Articles, comments, suggestions, letters to the editor or enquiries about branch activities are always welcome. 

Note: Les opinions exprimées par les collaborateurs/trices du bulletin Communiqué ne reflètent pas forcément ceux de l’Association canadienne 

pour les Nations Unies, Division de la Région de la Capitale nationale. Nous invitons vos suggestions et vos opinions.  
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