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Global Bio-Risks,  

Tara-Marie Andronek 
 
 Last year the National Capital Region 

Branch was asked to join the efforts to rally 

support for African communities hit by Ebola. We 

decided to focus on that topic for our annual 

public event given the recent outbreak and the 

ensuing increased attention given to the spread of 

infectious diseases and the potential use of such 

organisms in the threat of bioterrorism. Held June 

25th, 2015, at Ottawa’s City Hall, the panel on 

Global Bio-risks: Ebola, Bio-terrorism, Emerging 

Diseases and Global Governance was presented in 

partnership with the Global Strategy Lab of the 

Faculty of Law at the University of Ottawa.  

Often in the midst of reactive hyperbole, 

there is a lack of information about what the real 

risks and possibility of deadly outbreaks are, 

including the potential for international terrorism. 

This panel presentation and discussion on the 

issues was aimed at creating a dialogue on these 

topical issues and having highly respected experts 

educate us so that we could help inform the public 

and find out what we as individuals, and as part of 

a larger community, can do to stay safe and 

healthy!  

 
Stéphane Michaud presents at the NCRB’s Annual Public 

Presentation on June 5, 2015, at Ottawa City Hall. 
                                                    Credit: NCRB 

         Our first speaker was Stéphane Michaud, the 

Deputy Director of the Canadian Red Cross 

Emergencies & Recovery Team and Chair of its 

Ebola Task Force. He spoke about his own 

experience overseeing the international 

emergency response operations and gave the Red 

Cross’ perspective on its incredible efforts to 

coordinate the fight against the outbreak of Ebola 

in Africa. 

 
Dr. Mélissa Langevin presents to Branch members. 

                                                    Credit: NCRB 

        The second presenter was Dr. Mélissa 

Langevin who specializes in Emergency medicine at 

the Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario. She 

gave a hands-on account of tackling infectious 

diseases from her deployment as a doctor with the 

Red Cross to the Kono Ebola Treatment Centre in 

Sierra Leone for a month in 2015. 

       The menace of bio-terrorism is a fear that 

many have and even more don’t fully understand. 

To clarify the pervasiveness of this fear and speak 

about the actual likelihood of harnessing biological 

organisms such as infectious diseases for use as 

weapon, Professor Jez Littlewood, Assistant 

Professor at the Norman Patterson School of 

International Affairs at Carleton University helped 

assuage those fears.  

continued on page 10 
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COP 21 UN conference: It’s time to act against climate 
change! 

Amadou Sene 
 

 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (fourth from right) meets with 

Civil Society Leaders at the Le Bourget-Paris exhibition site, 
where France will host this year's UN Climate Change 

Conference, COP21, from 30 November - 11 December 2015. 
         Credit: UN Photo / Rick Bajornas  

Climate change is a phenomenon that goes over 

borders and affects all continents and countries around the 

world. We witness natural catastrophes such as floods, lack 

of water in most regions, drought or rising sea levels due to 

melting ice. In this fact, all countries must engage to fight 

this phenomenon and have to respect the terms of the 

agreements. This is a global phenomenon and if leaders 

make more investment in the environment field with a 

better cooperation, we would live in a better world. The 

main problem is the disagreement between the economic 

powers and the consequences are usually suffered by 

developing countries. The COP21 should generate an 

awareness of the states. 

Since 1992, countries joined an international 

treaty, the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, to cooperatively consider what they could 

do to limit average global temperature increases and the 

resulting climate change, and to cope with whatever 

impacts were, by then, inevitable. By 1995, countries 

realized that emission reductions provisions in the 

Convention were inadequate. They launched negotiations 

to strengthen the global response to climate change, and, 

two years later, adopted the Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto 

Protocol legally binds developed countries to emission 

reduction targets. There are now 195 Parties to the 

Convention and 192 Parties to the Kyoto Protocol. 
1 

 

 

On the eve of the opening in Paris of the United 

Nations climate change conference COP21, Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon urged all countries and all sectors of society to act 

now to reach a new universal climate agreement. According to 

him: “Science has made it plainly clear, that this climate change 

phenomenon is caused by human behaviour… It's only natural 

that we human beings should change our behaviour in a 

sustainable way. We have to do it. We don't have any time to 

lose. That's why I am urging world leaders to demonstrate their 

moral and political leadership for humanity.” 
2
 

 The central job of governments in Paris is to capture 

this overwhelming momentum in an international agreement 

that drives ever higher ambition over time and encourages all 

countries to cooperate in their own national interests to make a 

more rapid transition to the low-carbon future that will keep the 

world below 2 degrees. 
3 

 

 
Credit: Climatechangecentral.com 

 

 

For further information / references:   

1. UN Framework Convention on Climate Change: 
http://unfccc.int/essential_background/items/6031.php 
 
2. United Nations: 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52682#.VlvLn
CiZDrY 
 
3. UN Framework Convention on Climate Change: 
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-newsroom/cop-21-opening-
story/ 
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Does the UN Charter Protect Human Rights? 

Robin Collins 

  

The “Responsibility to Protect” doctrine (R2P) requires an 

answer to this question. If human rights are indeed 

protected, then discussion of R2P should shift to making that 

protection more effective and reliable. 

 

Original Purposes of the UN Charter 

 

 The United Nations was established in the shadow 

of World War II and the Holocaust and genocide, and Charter 

authors weren't being haphazard when under Article 2 they 

listed as a fundamental purpose and principle of the United 

Nations the “promoting and encouraging respect for human 

rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without 

distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion..." 

 Referenced several times in the Charter, human 

rights protection is relegated to the General Assembly, the 

Economic and Social Council, the Commission on Human 

Rights and the Trusteeship Council. 

 The Human Rights Commission was established 

under Article 68. It evolved into the Human Rights Council, 

and in 2006, a Universal Periodic Review was established by 

the General Assembly. It is a cooperative process through 

which all member states are expected to report (and be 

challenged on) the status of their adherence to human rights 

and fundamental freedoms. Recommendations are non-

binding but the effort, at minimum, makes states more 

accountable.  

  Geoffrey Robertson in his widely read study, Crimes 

Against Humanity: The Struggle for Global Justice writes that 

Charter language is primarily meant to prohibit “armed 

attacks which are inconsistent with Charter purposes”. This 

restriction, he argues, doesn’t disallow use of force “where it 

is directed not to the conquest of territory or the overthrow 

of a political system, but to the rescue of innocent persons at 

risk of extermination.” 

 

Mechanisms Other Than the Charter 

 

 An umbrella of agreed declarative principles, also 

lacking an explicit enforcement mechanism, is known as the 

International Bill of Human Rights, and it includes the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the Civil and 

Political Rights Covenant, the Economic and Social and 

Cultural Rights Covenant, along with the two Optional 

Protocols.  
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Signing of the Charter of the United Nations, at the conclusion of the 

United Nations Conference on International Organization.                

26 June 1945, San Francisco 

Credit: UNwiki 

 

 Max Yalden, a former Chief Commissioner for the 

Canadian Human Rights Commission, wrote that beyond the 

Charter, the Vienna Declaration’s Article 5 in particular “states 

quite unequivocally that 'human rights are universal', and that 

'it is the duty of States, regardless of their political, economic 

and cultural systems, to promote and protect all fundamental 

rights and freedoms." 

 The combined signatory list for the Genocide 

Convention (1948) and Rome Statute–International Criminal 

Court (1998) comprises 185 states in total. Almost all. 

 In the case of the International Criminal Court, where a 

state refuses to indict an alleged criminal who has violated the 

list of atrocity crimes, it is the UN Security Council, operating 

under Chapter 7, which can authorize an indictment. 

 

The UN Charter and Practice in Interpreting Threats to the 

Peace 

 

 All roads appear to lead to UN Charter Chapter 7, in 

the context of enforcement measures and so we should test 

the strength of the argument that the UN Charter protects 

human rights within a state (for atrocity crimes) through 

Chapter 7’s reference to “International Peace and Security”. Is 

this clause sufficient and legitimate for addressing human rights 

violations within a state? 

 

continued on page 4 

   

  

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjKtNfX7u3JAhXH8j4KHfgcANsQjRwIBw&url=http://wymun.wikia.com/wiki/Charter_of_the_United_Nations&bvm=bv.110151844,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHwypa9-9u-EvFOv5ZxNwu6i3Xy-g&ust=1450818578388392
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 Pertinent to this question, Chapter 7 (in Article 

39) refers also to “any threat to the peace, breach of the 

peace, or act of aggression”. Similarly, Article 1.1 of the UN 

Charter refers to “prevention and removal of threats to the 

peace”. The legal interpretation of “threat to the peace” is 

confined and expressed by customary international law and 

practice. And, as Yalden emphasizes, “there is a general 

agreement that according [to] Article 24(2) of the Charter, 

the Security Council must act in accordance with the 

purposes and principles of the UN [which include human 

rights] and the provisions of the Charter.”  

 How has “threat to the peace” or threat to 

international peace and security been interpreted and 

applied in practice? There are several cases where the 

Security Council addressed atrocity crimes within a state, 

for example: Iraq and the Kurds (1991), Somalia (1992-4), 

Yugoslavia, Rwanda (1994), Haiti, Angola, Libya (2011) and 

Sudan. To be as brief as possible I will refer to key phrases 

in just two of these: Rwanda and Libya. 

 In the case of Rwanda in 1994, as is pointed out 

by Monica Lourdes de la Serna Galvan in her useful study of 

Article 39 of the Charter, the Security Council “considered 

as threat to the peace the killing of civilians on a genocidal 

scale in itself and also the fact that not bringing the persons 

responsible for such killings to justice constituted a 

continuing threat to the peace even if the actual killings 

stopped.” 

 There have been concerns, too, about this 

interpretation of Chapter 7 of the Charter and specifically 

that the Security Council has been widening its reach. But 

as Jules Deschenes wrote, "It is by now a settled rule of 

customary international law that crimes against humanity 

do not require a connection to international armed 

conflict." 
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 Not every state agrees this is the only way to interpret 

the UN Charter. China and Russia now repeatedly caution that 

R2P can enable violation of sovereign borders. However, UNSC 

Resolution 1970 (responding to atrocity threats in Libya) was 

on one level more significant than the subsequent 

authorization of military intervention (UNSCR 1973) because 

the former, supported by Russia and China, determined that 

Colonel Gadhafi putting down an internal revolt justified ICC 

jurisdiction over human rights crimes committed (or 

threatened) in a civil conflict. Therefore, certain permissions 

were made manifest in 2011, in a benchmark UNSC Resolution, 

and they were fashioned with the unanimous consent of the 

full 15 member Security Council referencing Chapter 7.  

 

So, does the UN Charter protect human rights? 

 The UN Charter was written to unambiguously 

recognize the universality of human rights but it did include 

restraint measures to also protect the sovereign status of 

states. This flexibility, Geoffrey Robertson notes, was "a 

consequence of Article 2(7) of the Charter, which allows 

enforcement measures ordered under Chapter VII to override 

the bar on UN intervention in matters that are ‘essentially 

within the jurisdiction of any state’."      

 The UN Charter was written to unambiguously 

recognize the universality of human rights but it did include 

restraint measures to also protect the sovereign status of 

states. This flexibility, Geoffrey Robertson notes, was "a 

consequence of Article 2(7) of the Charter, which allows 

enforcement measures ordered under Chapter VII to override 

the bar on UN intervention in matters that are ‘essentially 

within the jurisdiction of any state’." 

 In 2011, the UN Secretary-General said: “the drafting 

committee of the San Francisco Conference in 1945 had 

declared that if fundamental freedoms and rights were 

‘grievously outraged so as to create conditions which threaten 

peace or to obstruct the application of provisions of the 

Charter, then they cease[d] to be the sole concern of each 

State.’” 

 The clearer are future Resolutions directed at gross 

human rights abuses or atrocity crimes, and the more explicit 

the rules of engagement, goals and oversight, the stronger will 

be the consensus in their favour. A widening international 

human rights protection norm is evolving. 

 

Robin Collins is a Board Member of the World Federalist 

Movement (www.wfm-igp.org). He is active in disarmament 

campaigns (AP mines, cluster munitions, nuclear weapons) and 

advocate for sustainable common security and a UN 

Emergency Peace Service. 
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The Effects of Conflict on Children’s Education  

in the Middle East 

Nevena Vucetic 

 

 A few years ago the Middle East was well on its way to 

reaching the Millennium Development Goal of having universal 

education however, with ever expanding conflict in the region, 

this goal has become more or less unachievable in the near 

future. There are approximately 13 million children who are 

currently not attending school in countries affected both 

directly and indirectly by armed conflict (these include Syria, 

Iraq, Yemen, the State of Palestine, Sudan, Jordan, Lebanon 

and Turkey). Conflict has left 8,850 schools in Syria, Iraq, 

Yemen and Libya unusable either due to extensive damage or 

them being used to house displaced people or parties involved 

in the conflict. Children in these areas want the opportunity to 

learn and to attend school in order to secure prosperous 

futures for themselves and their families but they put 

themselves in grave danger when they walk to and from school 

and even while attending classes.  

 
Credit: UNICEF.org 

  
 Education systems are constantly disrupted by 

violence and in Syria are being stretched to their breaking point 

due to over-crowding and a lack of trained teachers. This 

conflict has forced some four million people to flee the 

country, with the majority in Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon who 

have been generous enough to open their schools to refugee 

children. However, these schools are also overcrowded and 

add the obstacle of a new language for children to learn. This 

has created a strain on education systems throughout the 

Middle East and the children are suffering most from it. The 

crisis in Syria is currently in its fifth year and does not look to 

be ending anytime soon. This implies that essentially an entire 

generation of Middle Eastern children will lack adequate 

education which can be detrimental for the future prosperity of 

the region. 

 

  

 

 

What is the UN Doing to Help? 

 Through UNICEF, several large-scale efforts are being 

put in place to ensure children in the Middle East have access 

to education no matter the situation they have been left in 

due to conflict. In addition to efforts to bring E-Learning and 

Self Learning programs to communities, UNICEF works around 

the clock to increase access to education through several 

initiatives: 

- The ‘No Lost Generation Initiative’ brings together 

partners from the UN, NGOs and international donors to 

expand access to education and increase efforts for child 

protection for children and adolescents in Syria and 

neighbouring countries.   

- ‘Back to Learning Campaigns’: UNICEF and partners work 

to distribute education supplies, inform people of the 

importance of education, and establish safe temporary 

learning spaces while also repairing damaged schools. 

- ‘Expanded Learning Spaces’: UNICEF and other agencies 

involved in the Global Partnership of Education 

Accelerated Support Fund work to rehabilitate damaged 

schools by repairing them, providing desks and benches, 

office furniture and other supplies in order to ensure safe 

and adequate learning environments for children.  

 While these initiatives have had success, they lack 

significant funding needed to bring education to more 

children. When a humanitarian crisis such as this takes place, 

less than 2% of relief funding is actually sent to education. 

While it is understandable that there are other issues which 

need to be dealt with in times of crises, we have a 

responsibility to help nations rebuild following instability 

(based on the Responsibility to Protect). In order to be more 

successful in rebuilding nations, more funding for education 

during a crisis can make rebuilding efforts less lengthy thus 

giving more hope for the generation of children whose 

learning was disrupted. We know the power that education 

can have on bettering one’s life and we must not lose sight of 

this. Taking action now, rather than after the conflict ends, is 

the only way to ensure an entire generation of Middle Eastern 

children have a bright future. 

 

For more information on the effect of conflict on education 
in the Middle East please visit:  
http://www.unicef.org.uk/Documents/Media/Education%20U
nder%20Fire.pdf 

 
To donate to UNICEF’s efforts to bring education to children 
please visit: 
http://www.unicef.ca/en/donate-now/article/give-to-an-
emergency-0 
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To Save Humanity: What Matters Most for a Healthy 

Future 

Tara Marie Andronek 

 

As noted in the first article, our Branch had the 

pleasure of hosting several speakers on ‘global bio-risks’ at 

our annual public event, including Professor Steven 

Hoffman.  Our Branch Vice President, Shane Roberts, 

describes him best in the following manner: “Something of 

a Renaissance man for the breadth of his vision and of a 

pioneer for the trailblazing he is doing … a humanitarian 

deeply committed to bringing together other 

knowledgeable visionaries to harness the expertise and 

commitment necessary to battle disease, poverty and 

other threats to humanity”. And so we were thrilled when 

Professor Hoffman later asked the Branch to help co-

sponsor the official Ottawa launch of his incredible book 

To Save Humanity: What Matters Most for a Healthy 

Future (with Julio Frenk, another leader in social justice 

through global health who is a doctor and the former 

Secretary of Health of Mexico) at the University of Ottawa 

on October 26, 2015. I was honoured to provide the 

introductory speech on the UN and its progression into the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 The book was inspired by what is currently 

being addressed at the UN with the adoption of the post-

2015 development agenda and aims to provide pathways 

to a future of better health for all the peoples around the 

world. It is a collection of inspiring and thought-provoking 

essays by some of the world’s leading scientists, 

politicians, humanitarians and social advocates. By asking 

the question “what issue matters the most for the future”, 

contributors drawn from diverse fields such as Gro 

Brundtland, Melinda Gates, Thomas R. Frieden, Felipe 

Calderon, Helen Clark, Her Excellency Dr. Joyce Banda and 

Elton John address the major issues of our time and offer 

their insights as to what can help pave the way for a 

healthier future. 

It’s title is a famous quote from Dag 

Hammarskjold, one of the UN's most illustrious and 

inspiring Secretary-Generals and a man whom John 

Kennedy referred to as the greatest statesman of our 

century. The Sustainable Development Goals are the 

embodiment of that sentiment, that setting goals will 

create a shared  prosperity and alleviate those ills affecting 

every world citizen in order to save humanity. 

 

 

 Professor Hoffman noted that we're at a special 

time in human history in terms of thinking about what 

matters most for a healthy future.  Fellow Professor and 

contributing essayist, Colleen Flood, a University of Ottawa 

Research Chair in Health Law, also spoke at the launch 

about her essay on accountability and the need to do more 

with the resources we invest in our public and private 

health care systems.  

 
Professor Steven Hoffman speaks at the - To Save Humanity - 

book launch at  Alumni Hall, University of Ottawa, Oct. 26, 2016 

 Credit: NCRB 

 In my speech I noted that I was particularly struck 

by reference to Indian welfare economist and philosopher 

Amartya Sen’s views in Sudhir Anand’s essay that health 

can affect a person’s overall well-being for a life of value, 

an ability to accomplish what we want for ourselves and 

contribute to society. As Professor Anand envisions, just by 

improving access to health care – one goal - an overall 

improvement in people’s health can ultimately advance 

justice in the world. I encourage you to read more about 

how this can be achieved. This wonderful compilation of 

inspiring essays for a better future can be found on 

Amazon.ca. 
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Water, where art thou? 

Georgina Bencsik 

 

 Water. Why, water?  Water, by definition, is a 

colourless, transparent, odourless, liquid which forms the 

seas, lakes, rivers, and rain and is the basis of the fluids of 

living organisms. Water is important to life and our 

planet.  However, water can be destructive if it is lacking, 

such as drought and even if it is forming in excess, as 

floods. 

 Reading and viewing news, we gain greater 

understanding of where water is located, how it is a part 

of all living organisms and how its behaviour is organic.  

Water is essential to life and thus environmental 

sustainability and sustainable development. The United 

Nations celebrates the importance of water each March 

22nd as World Water Day. So where does water hold 

importance in global discussions, "water, where art 

thou?”  

 Global discussions on water received a highlight 

starting on 23 December 2003, when the United Nations 

General Assembly proclaimed the period 2005-2015 “the 

International Decade for Action ‘Water for Life’” to 

promote efforts to fulfil international commitments made 

on water and water-related issues by 2015.   

 In June 2015, the President of Iceland, Olafur 

Ragnar Grimsson, visited Canada.  I had an opportunity to 

meet him in Toronto, following his keynote address at the 

University of Toronto. President Grimsson discussed 

water, its importance to all living organisms, globalization, 

how ice and water are a natural resource which cannot be 

owned by one nation as it’s a resource for all everyone, 

human rights and climate change and the upcoming 

global discussions at the Arctic Circle Assemblies in 

Reykjavik and the UN climate conference in Paris.  

President Grimsson further highlighted the importance of 

ice and the Arctic and Canada's common history with 

Iceland in his visit to Ottawa with our Governor General.   

Water is a key component through which climate change 

affects human and non-human life. Climate change alters 

precipitation patterns leading to extreme weather events 

such as floods and droughts, and shifting water 

temperatures all contribute to alterations in the quality 

and quantity of freshwater available to humans, plants 

and animals in our global ecosystem.   

 The World Water Council (WWC), created an 

initiative “Climate is Water", with a fitting social media 

hashtag for COP21, the 21st Conference of the Parties in 

Climate Change, #climateiswater to highlight importance 
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of water in climate change discussions. According to WWC 

President Benedito Braga, "All the energy producing systems 

depend on water. And we are taking it for granted that water 

is going to be there when it's necessary and at the price that 

you pay today... water needs to be truly considered in these 

discussions." 

 
Georgina Bencsik with President Olafur Ragnar Grimsson 

   

 Leading up to COP21, on November 18, 2015 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon hosted a meeting on the links 

between water management and disaster risk reduction 

today, stressing that floods, droughts and cyclones have 

caused more than $1 trillion in damages and affected over 

four billion people since 1990. "The poor and most vulnerable 

have suffered first and worst," Mr. Ban highlighted the vital 

role that water management and disaster risk reduction play 

in ensuring food security, increased access to energy, and in 

tackling the challenges of rapid urbanization.  Thus, the Paris 

conference, COP21 was where world leaders develop a plan to 

mitigate global warming and its concomitant effects, which 

scientists say will include more devastating droughts, 

catastrophic flooding and destructive cyclones. 

 Further, at COP21 in Paris on December 2, 2015 a 

coalition of nations, river basin organizations, business and 

civil society today announced the creation of the international 

Paris Pact on Water and Climate Change Adaptation to make 

water systems – the very foundation of sustainable human 

development - more resilient to climate impacts. 

 "Water, where art thou" has flowed to create an 

ocean of global discussions on "water".  Water will continue to 

be a topic for greater discussion at the 2016 COP22 held in 

Marrakech, Morocco, with the commitments established by 

parties in Paris.  Please raise a glass of water today and toast 

our United Nations and make an effort to join a program for 

greater water stewardship, such as local programs run by 

Conservation Ontario. 
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The Millennium Development Goals and Beyond 

Catherine Ma 

What Have We Done?  

 The Millennium Development Goals Report 2015 examines global progress on the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs), which “spare no effort to free our fellow men, women, and children from the abject 

and dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty.” These efforts can be grouped into eight goals: 

 

 The United Nations declares that the MDGs were largely a success, citing progress in all focus areas. 

Still progress is uneven across regions and countries, providing little assistance to the poorest and most 

disadvantaged groups. Women remain subjected to limited access to work, lower wages, and fewer economic 

assets; and more restricted participation in decision-making processes. Large disparities also exist between the 

poorest and richest households across all countries. 

Countries also must improve their statistical capacities in regards to institutional arrangements, 

internal coordination, sustained financial resources, and technical cooperation. Monitoring MDG progress 

allowed governments to identify regional disparities and target those areas that fell behind. Countries can 

respond to issues in a more timely and efficient manner by adopting new technologies that include computer-

assisted personal interviewing, mobile text surveys, social media posts, online search records, and cell phone 

records. 

 

Where Are We Going? 

 Such lessons are captured in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which outline even “more 

ambitious” steps to eradicate poverty. The SDGs extend to urbanization, infrastructure, climate change, and 

other areas that contribute to systemic inequalities and injustice.
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 These 17 goals and the 169 sub-targets reflect 

input from all countries, alleviating concerns about 

“cookie-cutter development policies” or top-down targets 

that ignore local realities. Indeed, The Economist even 

celebrates the more consultative approach, declaring it 

“lessens the feeling that rich men from ‘the North’ are 

telling ‘the South’ how to do better.” Enabling this input 

also enhance local ownership – a key priority outlined in 

the Paris Declaration. Developing countries are best 

positioned to identify root causes behind poverty, 

common barriers that citizens experience, and 

communities that need the most support. Overall the 

SDGs success depends on active engagement and 

involvement from developing countries. 

Have attempts to promote inclusivity created too 

many SDGs and targets though? Development experts 

reportedly warn, “not all countries will meet all the 

targets,” especially if developing countries are not given 

more funds to support local initiatives. The estimated 

costs for SDG-related programs are $2-3 trillion per year. 

Insufficient funds might force developing countries to 

divide money among various programs, reducing the 

effectiveness of each one; or concentrate funds in certain 

target areas. Perhaps it would have been more effective to 

further narrow down the SDGs and ensure sustained, 

focused progress in select areas. 

 

 
Credit: UNphoto.org 

Further Information 
To read the Millennium Development Goals Report 2015, 
please visit: 
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2015_MDG_Report/
pdf/MDG%202015%20rev%20(July%201).pdf  
 
To explore the Sustainable Development Goals, please visit 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics  

 

Participate in the conversation! 

Join the global post-2015 conversation: 

http://www.myworld2015.org/index.html?lang=en 

MY WORLD: 

 

   

MY World is a United Nations global survey for 

citizens. Working with partners, we aim to capture 

people’s voices, priorities and views, so world leaders 

can be informed as they begin the process of defining 

the next set of global goals to end poverty.  

Vote today for The World We Want! 

For more information on                      

 WFUNA on the Post-2015 Debate: 
http://www.wfuna.org/post-2015  

 
 Canadian academics and civil society's report on 

the post-2015 debates: 
http://ccic.ca/media/news_detail_e.php?id=240  
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advance so that it’s easier to respond the next time 

there’s a need to address a world health crisis.  

          As for us, this past fall the Branch has been 

actively engaged in events around the UN’s 70
th

 

anniversary, participating with our partners in various 

local activities such as the Canadian Network to Abolish 

Nuclear Weapons’ event on “Defining Steps for Canada 

in a Nuclear Weapons-Free World” with the 

participation of academics, diplomats, scientists, and 

activists. Our Vice President Roberts recently 

presented to the Kiwanis Club on “Why the UN: Many 

Nations but One Planet – and the Need for Shared 

Global Agendas” as part of their monthly speaker series, 

and with the Parkdale Montessori School, Shane spent 

two hours with 11 students in Grades 1-5 in an 

interactive discussion on the “The UN Family and How It 

Helps People”.  

              As well, we are currently updating our website 

and would love to know if our members would prefer to 

have our newsletter sent electronically. Information is 

on the last page of this newsletter. Finally, we are 

working towards our annual public event so please 

share any ideas you may have on topics of interests you 

would like to see us address. We will also be keeping an 

eye out for the first ever  World  Humanitarian  Summit  

to  be held over May 23-24 in Istanbul and encourage 

everyone to stay informed about the wonderful work in 

human rights, education, peace and security, and 

sustainable development that is currently taking place 

with  the   various   organizations  that   are  part  of  the 

United Nations system!  

https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/ 

 

 
Best wishes for a healthy and peaceful 2016, 

Tara-Marie Andronek,  

President, National Capital Region Branch 

United Nations Association in Canada 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

 

Professor Littlewood’s presentation examined both the 

perceptions and realities around bioterrorism and suggested 

risk management approaches that play a central role in 

threat mitigation. His research interests encompass arms 

control and the proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction, terrorism and counter-terrorism, and the 

intelligence dimensions of national security challenges 

through an examination of previous bioterrorism events and 

policy responses to the threat posed by bioterrorism. 

 Our final presenter was Professor Steven Hoffman 

who spoke about emerging diseases and global governance. 

Professor Hoffman is an Associate Professor of Law and 

Director of the Global Strategy Lab at the University of 

Ottawa and an adjunct Professor at Harvard and McMaster 

Universities who has also advised the UN’s Secretary-

General and the World Health Organization. 

 
Steven Hoffman presents at the Branch event, June 25, 2015 

Image credit: NCRB 

Professor Hoffman addressed the need for the development 

of a global strategy for health systems. Such cooperation is 

one of the most effective means of tackling a global 

outbreak of infectious disease as the world encountered 

with the Ebola crisis and it is hoped that in the future such 

work can prevent the next health epidemic. 

The Branch has been thrilled to find out that after 

meeting as panellists at our event, Stéphane Michaud and 

Professor Hoffman have combined their expertise for a new 

initiative at the University of Ottawa and credit our Branch 

with fostering the program. According to Professor 

Hoffman, his Global Health Law Clinic, which is the 

education arm of the Global Strategy Lab he directs, is now 

undertaking an 8-month project for Stéphane's group at the 

Red Cross. Specifically, a team of 4-5 students are reviewing 

the additional legal, regulatory and political barriers faced 

by organizations like the Red Cross in responding to health 

pandemics and identifying strategies for addressing them in  
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National Capital Region Branch: 
Executive Committee 

 
Each member of the committee brings a wide 

array of knowledge, skill and enthusiasm to the Branch. 

The members of the Executive Committee have 

volunteered their time, effort, cooperation and 

commitment over the past year and their dedication has 

been invaluable to our Branch!  

 

Tara-Marie Andronek: President. Tara has been involved 

with UNAC for 15 years. In September of 2013 she lived 

in Cordoba, Argentina, to volunteer with local NGOs, 

advocates and lawyers to promote and protect human 

rights. As a human-rights advocate, her goal was to help 

strengthen the development of democratic institutions in 

Argentina since the fall of the last military dictatorship. 

Her work included observing the current war-crimes trial, 

human-rights monitoring with a homeless foundation, 

working at a free legal clinic and providing topical training 

for other volunteers. Apart from UNAC, Tara is Legal 

Counsel with Global Affairs Canada through the 

Department of Justice, and sits on the Board of Directors 

for Reach Canada - an organization providing free legal 

and educational services to persons with disabilities in 

the community. 

 

Shane Roberts: Vice-President and Treasurer. Shane 

started as a volunteer with the Branch 30 years ago and 

has since served continuously on its Executive, including 

as a former Branch President, and several times on the 

UNA's National Board. Shane is also a member of the 

Board of the Canadian Pugwash Group. In his careers as a 

futurist and senior intelligence analyst forecasting for 

emergency management and national security (over the 

same period), he has watched the UN from many angles 

and through many crises. All of it has led him to believe 

that public education and grass-roots activism, such as 

the UNA fosters, are important to building a better world. 

 

 

 
Catherine Ma: Secretary: A student at the University of 

Ottawa, Catherine is pursuing an Honours Specialization 

in Political Science and Minor in Public Administration. 

She is dedicated to environmental sustainability, 

indigenous issues, and social justice. These interests are 

seen with her volunteer work with the Office of Campus 

Sustainability and Native Women’s Association of Canada. 

Unrelenting in her idealism, Catherine has been a valuable 

member of the Executive Committee with her 

determination to promote civic engagement 

 

 

Georgina Bencsik: Member-at-Large. Georgina has spent 

most of her career as an advocate and director for various 

organizations with particular interest in environmental 

sustainability and human rights, such as serving as Co-

Chair, to the Standing Committee on Multiculturalism, 

Director of Canadian Friends of Haifa University, Trans 

Lobby Group, Nelson Mandela Children's Fund (Canada), 

Ontario Cabinet for the Friends of Canadian Museum for 

Human Rights.  She is currently a Director with the 

Canadian Organic Growers and was recently a delegate to 

the first World Forum for Democracy and serves as a 

Climate Leader (Champion) with former US Vice-President 

Al Gore's Climate Reality Project. 

Winter 2016, Vol. 26 No. 1   

 

11 

 
United Nations Association in Canada 

National Capital Region Branch 

Association canadienne pour les Nations Unies 
Section de la Région de la Capitale nationale 

 

http://unac.org/resources/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter 2016, Vol. 26 No. 1  

Nevena Vucetic: Member-at-Large. After joining the branch 

as a volunteer, Nevena fulfilled her wish to find an 

organization that shares her many interests related to being 

a well-rounded, global citizen. With her studies underway at 

the University of Ottawa in International Economics and 

Development, Nevena hopes that her work with the Branch 

will allow her to begin a life-long commitment towards 

making the world a better place.   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Upcoming UN Days 

International Women’s Day March 8 

 
International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

 

March 21 

World Water Day March 22 

World Health Day April 7 

International Day of Families May 15 

 
To learn more about upcoming UN Days, visit:  

http://www.un.org/en/events/observances/days  

 
 
 

 

 

Alysha Pannu: Member-at-Large. Alysha has been involved 

with the Executive Committee for 5 years. She is attending 

the Common Law program at the University of Ottawa, 

where she is completing a Juris Doctor/Master in 

International Affairs.  She is also involved in a research 

project at the school on the concept of human rights due 

diligence contained in the UN Guiding Principles on Business 

and Human Rights. Alysha completed an internship at the 

Canadian Embassy in Washington D.C. where she acted as 

trade-policy intern monitoring the U.S. trade agenda to 

identify issues that may affect Canadian trade.  

Amadou Sene: Member-at-Large. Amadou has contributed 

since the fall of 2014 to the work of NCRB-UNAC as a 

dedicated volunteer and prolific news article writer. Holding 

a Master's Degree in Public Management with a 

specialization in local management and international 

development from the University of Sherbrooke, Amadou 

has participated in economic development activities in 2011 

and 2012 for various non-profit organizations in the region of 

Estrie (Québec). His previous involvement in international 

activities includes the Canadian Council for International 

Cooperation conference: Canadian leadership for a better 

world.  Amadou strongly believes that improved North-South 

co-operation on all fronts would help to reduce poverty in 

communities affected by current ongoing international socio-

economic and political crises. 

Contact us! 
UNAC-NCRB 
ACU-DRCN 
309 Cooper Street, Suite 300, 
K2P 0G5 

Email: unac-ncrb@gmail.com 

 

*Our new Website is coming!!* 

http://ncrb.unac.org/ 
Thanks to Sherri Cameron of Honey Lane Creative  

for developing our new site 

www.honeylane.ca 

 

  

 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed by the contributors to the Communiqué are not necessarily those of the United Nations Association in Canada - 

National Capital Region Branch. Articles, comments, suggestions, letters to the editor or enquiries about branch activities are always welcome. 

Note: Les opinions exprimées par les collaborateurs/trices du bulletin Communiqué ne reflètent pas forcément ceux de l’Association canadienne 

pour les Nations Unies, Division de la Région de la Capitale nationale. Nous invitons vos suggestions et vos opinions.  
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