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Achieving Universal Primary Education — Are We Making Progress? 

 The target of the second Millennium Development Goal 

(MDG) -- the achievement of universal primary education -- is to 

ensure that, by 2015, children across the globe will have the  

opportunity to complete their primary schooling. 

 A realistic assessment of our progress with respect to 

this goal reveals strengths, areas for improvement, and  

significant next steps for action. And, despite great strides in 

many areas, the target is not likely to be met. 

 The strengths include a continued rise in enrolment in 

primary education, reaching 89% in the developing world in 

2008. In fact, according to the data provided at the High - Level 

Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly at the United Nations 

Summit of 20-22 in September 2010, enrolment increased by 18 

% in sub-Saharan Africa between 1999 and 2008. Further,  

enrolment in primary education increased by 11 % and 8 % in 

Southern Asia and  Northern Africa, respectively.  

 The areas for improvement include the need to ensure 

that students continue to attend classes, well beyond the initial 

entry into primary school. The data shows that, despite increases 

in enrolment in sub-Saharan Africa (as noted above), the drop-out 

rates remain high with more than 30% of primary school students 

dropping out before reaching a final grade in a given school year. 

Further, it is important to note that the provision of additional 

teachers and classrooms is essential in sub-Saharan Africa in 

order to sustain the rise in enrolment. It is estimated that more 

than double the current number of teachers would be needed to 

meet the primary education target by 2015. 

 A number of strategies that have assisted in attaining 

the target in developing countries include:  

 abolishing school fees 

 investing in teacher professional development and  

resources for students 

 promoting educational initiatives for girls 

 expanding access to primary schooling in remote and 

rural areas through the introduction of ‘mobile’ schools. 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural  

Organization (UNESCO) is providing support for the attainment of 

the goal through initiatives such as the Basic Education in Africa 

Program. This program helps countries develop legal frameworks 

guaranteeing 8-10 years of uninterrupted basic education for its 

children. The World Food Program (WFP) also assists by providing 

school meals for children, building the nutritional foundation  

essential for their presence and participation in school.  

Next Steps for Action 

 It is imperative that the global community continue to 

seed, nurture and/or support genuine attempts by developing 

countries to engage children in primary schooling, including  

infrastructural elements (such as legal regulations, professional 

development, and educational resources), as well as measures to  

sustain their ongoing participation and attendance in primary 

schooling through programs such as the two examples noted 

above.     

 Although the target for the MDG goal of achieving  

universal primary education is not likely to be  met, there is slow 

but steady progress being made. The key to success involves 

staying the course, speeding the process, and sustaining support 

for developing countries along the journey.   

 

- Pino Buffone 

For Further Information:   

Millennium Development Goals, Goal 2: 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/

mdg_goals/mdg2.html Credit: UN News Centre   

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/mdg_goals/mdg2.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/mdg_goals/mdg2.html
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From Pastures to Politics 

 The new TV show ‘Bomb Girls’ tells the tale of women in 

wartime America finding their voice and empowerment in a new 

world order. Despite various movements to empower women 

over the past 70 years, much remains to change across the globe. 

The third Millennium Development Goal advocates the promotion 

of gender equality and the empowerment of disenfranchised 

women on a global scale. Its aim is to eliminate gender disparity 

in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and in all 

levels of education no later than 2015. The main cause of  

educational inequality between genders is poverty, and as a  

result much of the focus is on the developing world. 

 So what are the indicators that will determine if this has 

been achieved?  

 The ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary,  

and tertiary education 

 The ratio of literate women to men in the 15- to 24  

year-old age group 

 The share of women in wage employment in the  

non-agricultural sector 

 The proportion of seats held by women in national  

parliaments 

 

 These indicators must be treated with some caution 

given the variety of flaws in many underlying social, political and 

economic policies, and the availability of funding. For example, 

critics point to the fact that the MDGs on gender focus only on 

maternal mortality, and HIV/AIDS goals – leaving out critical 

development issues such as the feminization of poverty, the lack 

of funding, social and cultural norms, and institutionalized gender 

biases. 

 Nevertheless, the aim of MDG3 is to facilitate national 

commitments, improve policies, and build supportive  

environments in which to develop programs that can foster actual 

results and long-lasting change. The MDGs have started the dia-

logue of gender equality on a global scale and it is up to the  

participants to forge ahead with action. This is best demonstrated 

starting at local levels with government support. For example, the 

UN Industrial Development Organization developed an  

entrepreneurship programme for Moroccan women. It helped 

women producers to improve the knowledge, technology, and 

hygiene practices needed to produce safe and good quality olive 

oil with the following results: 

 339 women have been trained in production management, 

technological improvements, and systems assuring safety 

and quality in manufacturing. 

 Over 70 women have been trained in management,  

accounting, and maintenance reporting. Women  

entrepreneurs have participated in trade fairs in Spain and 

Italy building their understanding of markets and market  

requirements. 

 Women entrepreneurs in rural areas have been able to 

generate an income and improve their standards of living, 

as well as offer stable employment. 

  

 The ultimate way to improve the condition of women is 

to ensure that they have a voice in the decisions that affect their 

communities. While there is still much to accomplish, one  

significant positive example is the new constitution in Rwanda 

which guarantees a minimum of 30% of parliamentary seats and 

other leadership positions to women. The UNDP has actively  

supporting the Rwandan Parliament, in particular the Rwanda 

Women Parliamentary Forum. Today, Rwanda has the highest 

number of women parliamentarians in the world with women 

constituting 56% of the Chamber and Senate.  

  

Credit: Republic of Rwanda Parliament 
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Decline in Tuberculosis: A Victory for Global Public Health 

 Ultimately, for gender equality to be universally  

pervasive women must be at the forefront of the policies and 

actions behind it. From our own first world capitalist perspective, 

it has recently been proposed by psychoanalysts that if more 

women were in positions of authority in investment banking  

institutions, the major economic crisis that destroyed many West-

ern economies could have been prevented (Toronto Star, 11  

January, 2012). 

 A better gender balance between women and men in 

managerial staff would make for a more viable company and 

better business decisions. Working to get the traditionally-male 

institutions to include women participants is key to ensuring 

women have a voice in governance, the private sector and civil 

society in order to influence the decisions that will determine the 

future of their families and countries.  

 As stated by Ban Ki Moon when he visited Ottawa in 

May 2010, “Experience shows that when strong commitments are 

backed by the right policies, adequate investment and  

international support, countries can achieve remarkable progress 

– and sustain it.” Achieving gender equality is not a goal that can 

be measured tangibly, but from a human rights perspective, the 

MDGs have at least recognized that women, especially those in 

third world and developing countries, play a central role in the 

development of their communities. Expounding on the tenets of 

education, employment, and socio-political activity, the third pillar 

of the MDGs serves to uphold the of the Convention on the  

Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women by aim-

ing to put into practice, through concrete measures, the underly-

ing principles of basic human rights for women.  

- Tara-Marie Andronek 

For further information:   

UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women: 

www.unwomen.org/  

UN Industrial Development Organization on MGD3: 

www.unido.org 

 

International Agreements on Human Rights for Women  

Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination 

against Women:  www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ 

Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in  

Emergency and Armed Conflict:  

www2.ohchr.org/english/law/protectionwomen.htm 

Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women:   

www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r104.htm 

 The 2015 target for the Millennium Development Goals 

is now only three years away.  With the deadline approaching, 

evaluating the status on the various indicators used to measure 

progress in achieving these goals is more important than ever to 

determine whether the global community is on track.  

 While there has been a considerable amount of  

skepticism and pessimism on the possibility of not meeting the 

2015 target for many of the indicators, the release of a report in 

late 2011 by the World Health Organization (WHO) on the global 

status of tuberculosis demonstrates that the global community is 

making progress on achieving goal six.  

 The sixth Millennium Development goal is to combat 

various diseases that are rampant in the developing world such 

as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. Accordingly target 6c is a 

decline in the incidence, prevalence, and deaths associated with 

tuberculosis. Tuberculosis is a worldwide pandemic with about a 

third of the world’s population infected with the bacteria,  

although only a small portion ever develop the disease. The num-

ber of cases of tuberculosis peaked in 2005 with 9 million cases of 

tuberculosis being reported around the world.  

 The WHO reported that the number of people falling ill 

with tuberculosis each year is declining. The number of people 

who fell ill with tuberculosis dropped to 8.8 million in 2010, a 

decline of 200 000 cases  from the peak seen in 2005. New data 

also shows that the number of people dying from the disease has 

also fallen to its lowest level in a decade. The number of deaths 

fell to 1.4 million in 2010 after reaching 1.8 million in 2003. The 

decline in the number of cases and deaths associated with  

tuberculosis across the world presents a victory in global public 

health. 

http://www.unwomen.org/
http://www.unido.org
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/protectionwomen.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/protectionwomen.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/protectionwomen.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/eliminationvaw.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r104.htm
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 The decline in the number of cases of tuberculosis is 

attributed to better data collection around the world, increased 

funding in China for addressing tuberculosis, better prevention 

and care in former countries of the Soviet Union and Latin Amer-

ica, and a drop-off of infection in Africa.  

 The progress made represents a significant feat for the 

global public health community.  However, this progress is at risk 

from underfunding, particularly the efforts to combat drug-

resistant tuberculosis. Multi-drug resistant tuberculosis presents 

the greatest threat to the progress that has been made thus far.  

Multi-drug-resistant and extensively drug-resistant strains have 

emerged as a result of afflicted individuals not taking medication 

as directed. The WHO warns that more than two million people 

will contract multi-drug resistant tuberculosis by 2015.  

- Alysha Pannu 

For More Information: 

WHO Global Tuberculosis Control Report 2011:  

www.who.int/tb/publications/global_report/en/index.html 

Millennium Development Goals, goal 6: 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/

mdg_goals/mdg6.html 

Working to Protect the Earth’s Ecosystems 

 Many biologists fear that we are headed for a sixth 

"great extinction", that is, a period during which an  

overwhelming number of species are permanently lost.  The 

first five were all prehistoric events caused by natural forces, 

but the emerging threat is driven by humans and unintended 

consequences from our activities.  These include overfishing, 

deforestation, loss of wild lands, and pollution (of the air, land, 

rivers and seas) from industry and many seemingly innocent 

everyday activities. 

 Even if the projection of a mass extinction is an 

overly pessimistic view, we still face signs of serious  

unintended human disruption and destruction of Nature.  This is 

resulting in a loss of biodiversity. Furthermore, acidification of 

the oceans that threaten a crucial supply of food and climatic 

change that carries a range of risks to public safety are also 

resulting consequences. 

 Fortunately at the same time, from scientists to  

soldiers and citizens to civic leaders, more people are realizing 

how the health of the Earth's environment and ecosystems are 

essential to humanity over the long term. Industrial progress 

and growing demographics in developing nations around the 

globe are creating a greater demand for natural resources. 

Thus, as strains grow on natural systems that provide clean air, 

drinkable water, food and medicines, along with other  

resources, the need for strategies and action for sustainable 

development are important now more than ever.   

 

The UN and Environmental Issues 

 Across the UN system, we can find signs of growing 

awareness of the fragility of Nature and concern for how to 

make progress in material well-being without compromising 

the environmental security of the future.  One of the eight  

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), is ensuring  

environmental sustainability.  Success in achieving many of the 

other MDGs (notably for human health) is tied in part to the 

health of the environment. 

Credit: UN News Centre 

http://www.who.int/tb/publications/global_report/en/index.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/mdg_goals/mdg6.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/mdg_goals/mdg6.html
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 The 'flagship' entity in the UN family for  

eco-environmental issues is the UN Environment Program (UNEP).  

With other parts of the UN, the UNEP is working on improving our 

understanding and protection of Nature and the environmental 

services that it provides to us.  Having only been created in 1972, 

the UNEP is a younger member of the UN family.  The historic 

Earth Summit held in Rio de Janiero in 1992 helped to establish 

the importance of correlating ideas about economic and social 

progress in relation to environmental issues, which spurred a 

deeper thinking about the scope of challenges facing the UNEP.   

  

  

 Over 2006-2007, UNEP went through a period of intense 

self-reflection and learning.  Among the lessons learned was not 

only the value of an increased focus on linkages among the  

environmental, economic and social "pillars" but also the  

importance of a strong use of science to help global players un-

derstand the linkages and options available for seeking a sound 

balance among our environmental, economic and social ambitions.   

 Another of the lessons learned was the importance of 

the UNEP working with its natural partners.  These include other 

entities in the UN (e.g. World Health Organization) and the  

multilateral secretariats for environmental agreements (e.g. the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - IPCC).  It was also 

realized that in order to make global progress, the UNEP needs to 

be attuned to needs and priorities at the country-level.  However, 

it is critical for the UNEP to realize that some of its most valuable 

allies can be out found in the private sector, the civil society 

among nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and citizens' 

groups.  

 The UNEP currently is striving to provide environmental 

leadership on the following six "cross-cutting thematic priorities":  

 Climatic Change 

 Disasters and Conflict  

 Ecosystem Management  

 Environmental Governance 

 Harmful Substances and Hazardous Waste  

 Resource Efficiency   

 These are discussed in its "Medium-term Strategy 2010-

2013: Environment for Development".  With all of these strategic 

priorities, the UNEP is working with its partners to make the best 

scientific knowledge available. This will help decision-makers at 

the national and international levels to better understand how 

humanity and Nature interact and identify the risks and options 

we face.  UNEP is also working to promote better technology for 

more environmentally sound industrial production and  

manageable of hazardous chemicals for both human and environ-

mental health.   

 One of the UNEP's prioritized goals is "the decoupling of 

growth in production and consumption of goods and services from 

resource depletion and environmental degradation."   

To accomplish this, the UNEP is promoting public-private partner-

ships that promote product life-cycles and supply-chains that  

produce less pollution.  It also hopes to encourage consumers to 

purchase products that are "more resource efficient and environ-

mentally friendly." 

 All of the issues above and many more will be the focus 

of international debate in Brazil at the United Nations' Conference 

on Sustainable Development in June - also being called "Rio+20".  

June 2012 will be the 20th anniversary of one of the most famous 

gatherings on the future of the Earth and where the world first 

met to talk about "sustainable development".  

 

- Shane Roberts 

Credit: UN News Centre   

Connect with Us! 

Do you know or belong to any community groups or schools who would like to talk about these issues with the United 

Nations Association sometime over the coming year? 
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 On October 31st, 2011, the United Nations Population 

Fund estimated that the global population reached a new mile-

stone of 7 billion. Our record size can be viewed as a tremendous 

success for humanity as people are now living longer and  

healthier lives.  However, this new 7 billion milestone is also 

marked by achievements, setbacks, and paradoxes.  

 While women are on average having fewer children 

than they were in the 1960s, our numbers continue to rise.  

Globally, people are younger and older than ever before. In some 

of the poorest countries, high fertility rates hamper development 

and perpetuate poverty, while in some of the richest countries, 

low fertility rates and too few people entering the job market are 

raising concerns about prospects for sustained economic growth 

and about the viability of social security systems. At the same 

time, new emerging demographic pressures such as urbanization, 

migration, resource and energy consumption, and sustainability. 

 Sub-Saharan African remains to be one of the most  

underdeveloped regions of the globe and the region with the 

highest fertility rate. The population of the continent would grow 

extremely rapidly, reaching 3 billion by 2050 if Africa’s current 

fertility and mortality rates remain unchanged, making Africa 

population growth rate not sustainable.  

 Around the globe, high gender inequality often leads to 

high rates of fertility. In Mozambique, there is a large disconnect 

between the number of children some women want and the  

number of children they actually have. According to the UNFPA 

State of the World Population Report 2011, Mozambique’s low 

status of women and the related lack of economic and social op-

portunities are partly responsible for the high fertility rate of 

about on average five children or seven children in rural areas. 

Persistent gender inequality means that women and children are 

disproportionately victims of poverty, food insecurity, disease, 

and social injustice. 

We are 7 Billion People with 7 Billion Possibilities 

Credit: UN News Centre UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon and youths celebrate the world population reaching 7 billion 
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 To address emerging pressures of Africa’s population 

growth, one would have to address issues of gender equality. 

Gender equality, equality among both women and men,  

acknowledges that men and women have very different needs 

and priorities but should have equal opportunities. The emphasis 

on gender equality was then later transcribed onto the Millennium 

Development Goal 3 (MDG3) – achieving gender equality and 

empowerment of women by 2015. These are rights that enable 

women and girls to further fulfill their potentials and to fully  

contribute to the economic, social, and political progress of their 

societies. 

- Kai-Hsin Hung   

 On June14, 2011, the UNAC - NCRB had the privilege of 

hosting Amanda Lindhout as the keynote speaker at its Annual 

General Meeting. A vast audience from across the city including 

UNAC members, members of the press, as well as Ottawa resi-

dents, including some from the Somali-Ottawa community, all 

gathered to hear Amanda's courageous and inspiring words.  

 Amanda, a freelance journalist who had always been 

naturally drawn to Somalia, set out to pursue a story on people 

affected by war, drought, and famine within the country.  

However, she became the story when she was kidnapped by teen-

age criminals and held in captivity for 460 days.   

 Amanda shared her experiences with the audience that 

night, not dwelling on the pain that she had endured or her hard-

ships as a hostage, but focusing instead on the themes of hope, 

compassion, and most importantly, forgiveness.  She touched on 

the significance of humanity within the anarchy of Somalia and 

how despite deprivation and insecurity, it is possible to overcome 

adversity.  In captivity, she had promised herself that if she were 

to make it out alive, she would establish an organization to help 

people in Somalia. Upon witnessing the power dichotomy within 

the country and the lack of opportunity, Amanda realized the 

need for strong leadership, particularly among women.  

 

Our AGM Special: Amanda Lindhout 

For further information:  

UNFPA - State of the World Population 2011 Report:  

www.unfpa.org/swp/     

UNDP - Millennium Development Goal 3:  

www.beta.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/

mdg_goals/mdg3.html  

UN – The Millennium Development Report:  

www.un.org/millenniumgoals/11_MDG%20Report_EN.pdf 

UN Women – National Committee Canada: 

www.unwomencanada.org/  

 

 

 Amanda's brief encounters with Somali women while in 

captivity left a life-changing impression on her. It is for these 

reasons that upon regaining her freedom, she established the 

Global Enrichment Foundation, in which the Somali Women's  

Scholarship Program ignites female leadership in Somalia by pro-

viding funding for university education.  

 Amanda has also created SHE WILL, a micro finance 

program for Somali refugees in Kenya.  Such programs lead to 

empowerment of Somalis and contribute to the eventual eradica-

tion of poverty − two factors which Amanda believes to be the 

root cause of conflict in Somalia. 

- Ashley Manuel & Alysha Pannu  

Amanda Lindhout, Founder & Executive Director  

The Global Enrichment Foundation 
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http://www.unfpa.org/swp/
http://www.beta.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/mdg_goals/mdg3.html
http://www.beta.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/mdg_goals/mdg3.html
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/11_MDG%20Report_EN.pdf
http://www.unwomencanada.org/
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 We at the UNAC - NCBR had the opportunity to 

sit down with Amanda after her talk and get her 

thoughts on a few lingering questions we had: 

 

 

Question 1: What is the greatest impact you have seen among 

women as a result of the programs established through the 

Global Enrichment Foundation? 

 Amanda expressed that through her work with univer-

sities in Somalia, she has witnessed women achieve the  

confidence to see themselves as future leaders in the country and 

realize that they too can be a way of change.  The English of these 

women have improved immensely as well.  Furthermore, they 

have gained a sense of self worth, not only through the knowl-

edge they attain in university but by financially contribute to their 

families, helping them feel empowered.  

 

Question 2: What does empowerment mean to you? 

 Amanda replied that empowerment comes from the 

ability to understand the power you  have as an individual,  

creating change whether at an individual or a community level.  

She also emphasized the importance of being in a place of  

personal power to implement such change. 

 

Question 3: What is one key message you would like to give to 

women? 

 Amanda highlighted the fact that Canadian women are 

lucky in comparison to those in Somalia, but recognized that even 

in North America women do not realize their worth.  She pointed 

out the complacency of Canadian women, calling attention to the 

inequalities that exist such as income gaps based on gender.   

 Amanda believed that the women's rights movement is 

far from over and that we as a society must strive for a  

completely balanced and equal world, not one that is simply 

"good enough." The courage that Amanda demonstrated through 

UNAC - NCRB’s Interview with Amanda Lindhout 

her words that evening was truly admirable. A month after her 

UNAC - NCRB visit to Ottawa, she returned to Africa, researching 

the Dadaab refugee complex in Kenya where many southern  

Somalis find refuge from the internal violence.   

 Amanda intends to raise $60 million for an educational 

project for children within the camp. The CBC's The National  

followed Amanda's journey to the refugee camp, filming a  

documentary entitled Return To Africa that demonstrates her 

challenges in reconciling her fear of abduction.  Additionally, since 

famine  struck Somalia in the summer of 2011, Amanda returned 

to the country where she lost her freedom, organizing four  

convoys of food into the country that then fed over 100 000  

Somalis at the close of 2011. 

 

- Ashley Manuel & Alysha Pannu 

 

For further information:   

The Global Enrichment Foundation 

www.globalenrichmentfoundation.com/index.php 

The Somali Women’s Scholarship Foundation 

http://globalenrichmentfoundation.com/programs/

somaliWomensScholarshipProgram.php 

SHE WILL 

http://globalenrichmentfoundation.com/programs/sheWill.php 

Convoy for Hope: Food for Famine Relief in Somalia 

http://globalenrichmentfoundation.com/newsReleases/

somaliaCrisis2011.php 

For the CBC's documentary on Amanda, visit: 

www.cbc.ca/thenational/indepthanalysis/story/2011/09/01/national-

mandalindhout.html 

Credit: The Global Enrichment Foundation 

http://www.globalenrichmentfoundation.com/index.php
http://globalenrichmentfoundation.com/programs/somaliWomensScholarshipProgram.php
http://globalenrichmentfoundation.com/programs/somaliWomensScholarshipProgram.php
http://globalenrichmentfoundation.com/programs/sheWill.php
http://globalenrichmentfoundation.com/newsReleases/somaliaCrisis2011.php
http://globalenrichmentfoundation.com/newsReleases/somaliaCrisis2011.php
http://www.cbc.ca/thenational/indepthanalysis/story/2011/09/01/national-mandalindhout.html
http://www.cbc.ca/thenational/indepthanalysis/story/2011/09/01/national-mandalindhout.html
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Global Inspiration: Sierra Home 

Tucked away in your palm leaf 
munching, drinking, content 
Protected and safe, 
nothing, no one can touch you. 
 
Sweet scents on a summer breeze 
cradle you in nature’s hammock. 
 
Until… 
 
They attack! 
Bearing down on your haven 
Shaking you off your leaf! 
 
You 

fall and 
loose 

all. 
 

Forced to cling to a passerby’s right shoulder 
You travel for miles…  
Far from your palm leaf 
FAR FROM YOURSELF  
 
Let go? 
Not an option 
 
Only Death waits on the other side 
A survivor 
clings! 
  
Until… 
 
He is released! 
A long road ahead, 
a foot soldier at every corner 
waits to crush you. 
 
You scurry and scavenge 
for food and shelter 
Seeking that crevice 
that will hide you 
 
Protect your 
small, 
 vulnerable 
body, 
 
green 
 
yet weathered. 
 
Return home? 
Not an option 
 
Crawling along, weary, 
hungry and 
Dehydrated 
 
You long for 
 

Sierra Home. 

 With just three years left until we reach the target date 

of achieving the Millennium Development Goals in 2015, every 

single action and effort will help us get there. Make a pledge. Find 

out what you can do in your daily life to support and foster the 

MDGs. There are numerous ways to get involved including: 

 

 The 7 Billion Actions Movement is collecting and sharing 

the stories of individuals who have made a difference in their 

communities and globally. From inspiration, action can be born.    

www.7billionactions.org/ 

 

 United Against Malaria (UAM)  is an alliance founded in 

the lead-up to the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. A treatable and 

preventable disease, UAM is working to raise global awareness 

and promote worldwide commitment to end deaths by malaria by 

the year 2015. 

http://unitedagainstmalaria.org/ 

 

 We have the resources, technology, and money to end 

poverty. With achievable, time-bound, and measurable targets, 

the MDGs represent a tangible opportunity to end poverty. The 

Millennium Campaign is a global movement that is asking  

governments to honour their commitments to achieve the MDGs 

by 2015. 

www.endpoverty2015.org/ 

 

For more information: 

www.un.org/millenniumgoals/getinvolved.shtml 

 

June 25, 2007 

© Nathalie Rainville 

How You Can Get Involved 

Credit: UN Non-Governmental Liaison Service 

http://www.7billionactions.org/
http://unitedagainstmalaria.org/
http://www.endpoverty2015.org/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/getinvolved.shtml
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Special Upcoming International Days 

Fellow members of the National Capital Region Branch:   

 

Would you like to be kept abreast of events of possible interest ? 

We live in a vibrant community where events on a variety of  

issues are regularly organized by other non-governmental organi-

zations, church groups, educational institutions, and various non-

profit associations. 

Periodically, we  use the internet to send out notices to Branch 

members about local events that relate to the goals and agenda of 

the United Nations. 

 

If you would like to be added to our list to receive occasional email 

notices of these events, please send an email to 

info@ncrb.unac.org; in the subject line please type:  

“UNAC - please keep me informed.” 

 

NOTE: We will not share your e-address outside of the UNAC. 

7 April World Health Day 

22 April International Mother Earth Day  

15 May International Day of Families 

5 June World Environment Day 

8 June World Oceans Day 

17 June World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought 

20 June World Refugee Day 

11 July World Population Day 

9 August International Day of the World’s Indigenous People 

8 September International Literacy Day 

16 October World Food Day 

17 October International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

24 October  United Nations Day 

20 November Universal Children’s Day 

25 November International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

against Women 

10 December Human Rights Day 

27 January International Day for the Commemoration in mem-

ory of the victims of the Holocaust 

20 February World Day of Social Justice 

8 March International Women’s Day 

21 March International Day for the Elimination of Racial  
Discrimination  

22 March World Water Day  

24 March  World Tuberculosis Day 

Credit: UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe  

For more information on international days:  
http://www.unac.org/en/news_events/un_days/international_days.asp 

mailto:info@ncrb.unac.org?subject=UNAC%20-%20please%20keep%20me%20informed
http://www.unac.org/en/news_events/un_days/international_days.asp
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Preliminary Announcement of Public Events in June 2012 

for Members of the United Nations Association in Canada 

 You will be invited to public events for June that will be held as 

part of two Annual General Meetings (AGMs) of the United Nations  

Association  in Canada (UNAC) that are currently being planned  

 First, over the weekend of June 8/Friday to June 10/Sunday, will 

be the UNAC's National AGM.  Representatives of the UNA's Branches across 

Canada will be attending, and you will have an opportunity to meet them. 

 Second, later in June (on a date yet to be determined) will be the 

UNAC's local AGM - the AGM of your National Capital Region Branch (NCRB).  

We are working on plans for a public event on a theme related to disaster 

relief. 

 As both events are currently being planned, we do not have more 

details at this point, but we will be mailing details later this spring to you 

and other members of the UNAC - NCRB. 

Special Notices 

 The UNAC - NCRB willing be unveiling its new 

website in June of 2012. In addition to  providing the 

latest news and resources from your local and national 

branches, the website will feature additional material 

that will only be available online.  

Stay tuned for updates and the official launch date! 

New Website JUNE 2012 

The Millennium Development Goals are owned by the people.  

- Eveline Herfkins 

UNA Canada-NCRB 

ACNU-DRCN 

309 Cooper, Suite 300 

Ottawa, ON Canada K2P 0G5 

Email: info@ncrb.unac.org  

Disclaimer: The views expressed by the contributors to the Communiqué are not necessarily those of the United Nations Association in  

Canada - National Capital Region Branch. Articles, comments, suggestions, letters to the editor or enquiries about branch activities, are  

always welcome. 

Note: Les opinions exprimées par les collaborateurs (trices) du bulletin Communiqué ne reflètent pas forcément ceux de l’Association  

canadienne pour les Nations Unies, Division de la Région de la Capitale nationale. Nous invitons vos suggestions et vos opinions. Veuillez faire 

parvenir votre correspondance ainsi que vos demandes d’information sur nos activitiés,   à l’addresse suivante: 

Thank you to our contributors: 

Tara-Marie Andronek 

Pino Buffone 

Kai-Hsin Hung 

Ashley Manuel 

Alysha Pannu 

Shane Roberts 

Editors: 

Palvashah Durrani 

Yasmin Heyat 

It is not in the United Nations that the  Millennium Development 

Goals will be achieved.  

They have to be achieved in each of its member states, by the joint 

efforts of their governments and people.  

- Kofi Annan 

mailto:info@ncrb.unac.org

